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FORUM LATEST NEWS 

 Hi Everyone 

 

The detecting season is fast coming to a close. The fields are fairly well drilled 

now and most of us have only pasture land and beaches to detect on. The  

period coming up is a lean time and is noticeable on the forum by a reduction 

in the numbers of finds being shown and the number of posts being made. 

Help us to keep the forum lively by posting up any research tips, funny  

stories, help and advice, in brief, anything to help members struggling to get 

out and detect. 

 

We have made note elsewhere in this magazine about the fall in numbers 

submitting their photographs for the monthly competitions. These  

competitions are always very popular with the members and we can only ask 

that if you like taking photos then help us keep these competitions going by 

submitting a photo each month. 

 

The same applies to our monthly Coin and Artefact competitions. Entries are 

needed each month and with a prize of a free copy of Treasure Hunting  

magazine each category there’s no reason not to enter. Our competitions are 

held, in the main, so that new members can see just what can be found with 

a metal detector. Like club finds competitions they encourage new members 

to keep going in the hobby. 

 

This forum magazine is going really well. The January 2014 issue is only 18 

issues away from 1,000 downloads, a great result for all those members  

involved in it’s production including those of you who have written articles for 

Word magazine.  If you have a story to tell then please get in touch with any 

staff member by pm or email. 

 

Hope the weather continues to stay nice. At the time of writing the forecasters 

have got it totally wrong as they forecast rain and we’ve had three beautiful 

days. If you can get out the Admin team here hope you make some lovely 

finds and manage to show them to your forum friends. 

 
The Admin Team 
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ARCHAEOLOGY-TYPE 

FINDS BAGS 
EXCELLENT 

Link to UKDN Shop 

Back to Index Page 

with no rip-off fees for postage. For more info and to or-

der go to the UKDN Shop via the link on the  below. 

 

100 small bags - £2.90 INC. postage 

500 small bags - £9.20 inc. postage 
1000 small bags - £13.99 inc. postage 

 

100 medium bags - £3.20 inc. postage 

500 medium bags - £9.90 inc. postage 

1000 medium bags - £15.50 inc. postage 

 

100 large bags - £4.99 inc. postage 

500 large bags - £14.50 inc. postage 

1000 large bags - £23.00 inc. postage  

Made of strong, durable 200 gauge 

polythene with grip-seal openings 

and with three write-on panels.  

 

Supplied in a three useful sizes to 
suit all occasions i.e. 1.5” x 2.5 inch 

for coins and very small finds, 2.5” x 

3 inch for larger coins and  artefacts 

and 4” x 5.5 inch for the larger finds. 

 

Sold in batches of multiples of 100 

e.g. 300 or 600 or just 100, 500 and 

1,000. 

 

All sold at very competitive prices 

http://ukdetectornet.co.uk/shop.html
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With almost 500 members visiting every single day and 100’s of new posts 

every day it is so easy for you, the members of UKDN, to miss out on some 
very interesting posts. So, each month in the magazine we will bring to your 

attention some posts that you might have missed like........click on the link 

Gunpowder Measure Siliquae 

British Library Puts 
1,000,000 Images online 

Five hammy haul 

Pot ID book Lost etrac slapton sands 

Detecting art 
New Medieval Site Pro-
duces.......... 

Royal Mint to cast coins from  
recovered bullion 

Tudor silver gilt pomander? 

Stonking great hammy at 

last... 
Unexpected successful day 

Finds 6-4-14 Gold coin 

Gold Anglo-Saxon ring to go 
on show 

5000 YO Golden Treasure on 
Display 

Deus Hold All Five minutes of fame....... 

Gold Roman Bala Project 

Back to Index Page 

http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=126726
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=126831
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126734
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126734
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=157&t=126855
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=36&t=126724
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=6&t=126668
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=6&t=126780
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=126887
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=126887
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126803
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126803
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=157&t=126654
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=126765
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=126765
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=126957
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=126792
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=126942
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126789
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126789
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126881
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126881
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=7&t=126822
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126967
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=126773
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=6&t=126811
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MONTHLY COMPETITIONS 

Winner - Festa 

AethelbertII Penny 

 

It was a usual Sunday morning I was 

hungover and decided to have a  

couple of hours detecting to clear my 

head.  

 

I had been detecting on pasture for 

about 45 mins finding 303 tips and 

shotties, when it started hailing so I 

decided to head for shelter.   

 

 

I then got a signal that I thought was 

going to be another bullet but it was 

not as loud as the other signals so I 

gave it a couple more sweeps, then 

thankfully decided to dig it. I dug out 

a clod about six inches across, swung 

the coil over the clod and silence. I 

got my probe out and got a strong 

signal in the bottom of the hole.  

 
(Continued on page 9) 

http://www.treasurehunting.co.uk/
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Two inches further down I got a 

glimpse of a coin. I rubbed the mud 

off then thought that's quite nice 

looks like it might be Saxon so I 

scoured the area for a while before 

going home, where I took a couple of 

piccies and sent them to my personal 

coin expert cliff aka coldstream02.  

 

He put it on a couple of forums  

including this one and a couple of 

people on the forums suggested I 

contact Dr Martin Allen at the Fitzwil-

liam museum which I did and the rest 

they say is history....... 

 

(c) Festa April 2013 

(Continued from page 8) 

MONTHLY COMPETITIONS 

DID YOU KNOW 
 

The Double Florin (4/-) was one of the shortest-lived British coin  

denominations ever, only being produced during 4 mint years, between 1887 and 

1890. The silver coin weighed 22.6 grams (0.80 oz) and was 36 mm (1.4 in) in  dia. 

 

The obverse side of the coin shows a portrait of Queen Victoria wearing a veil, with 

the inscription "VICTORIA - DEI GRATIA"  (Victoria - By the grace of God), while the 

reverse side shows four cruciform-crowned shields bearing the  

emblems of England (x2), Scotland, and Ireland, with sceptres between the shields, 

in the style of Charles II's gold coins designed by John Roettiers; the inscription on 

the reverse reads, "FID DEF BRITT REG date". 

 

The coin was introduced as part of a short-lived attempt at decimalization of the cur-

rency, after an earlier attempt had spawned the florin. Since it is equivalent to 20 

new pence, the coin was not demonetized as part of the 1971 decimalization. The 

coins are not likely spent, though, as the silver content of each coin is worth far more 

than 20 pence. 

 

The coin acquired the nickname of "Barmaid's Grief" due to its similarity to the 

slightly larger crown coin (worth 5 shillings, 25% more than the double florin), as 

neither coin was marked with its denomination and both used an identical portrait of 

Queen Victoria on the obverse. 

 

Some coins minted in 1887 (the first year) had a Roman 'I' instead of an Arabic '1' in 

the date. This went unnoticed for a time until corrected, allowing the balance of the 

mint run to be produced with the correct date. These two variations are worth ap-

proximately the same, making the series more interesting for collectors. Some coins 

dated 1888 and 1889 have an inverted Arabic 1 instead of the second I in VICTORIA 

as the result of a broken punch. 

 
The above text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; (Wikipedia) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_3.0_Unported_License
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MONTHLY COMPETITIONS 

Back to Index Page 

Winner - Lets get hammered  
Medieval Gold Ring 

I found the ring in the North  

Yorkshire area on the 16th of March 

on an organised dig. 

 

It’s my first bit medieval gold. 

 

After finding it I couldn’t sleep that 

night . 

 

I use the Minelab Explorer SE with a 

12x10 sef coil. 

 

http://www.treasurehunting.co.uk/
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Monthly Competitions Runners up 

MONTHLY COMPETITIONS 

Back to Index Page 

bobgunnis - 
Edward 3rd 

London Groat  

sidnallie –
Dubonni  

Quarter stater  

Hectorsfarm - 
Cantii potin  
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Monthly Competitions Runners up 

MONTHLY COMPETITIONS 

Back to Index Page 

Coreservers - 
Henry 1st  

annulets issue 
penny  

Blue_yeti -  
Edward III 

half Noble  

Puffin -  
Henry 8th  

Half Groat 
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Monthly Competitions Runners up 

MONTHLY COMPETITIONS 

Back to Index Page 

Mohican -  
King John 

Irish Penny  

Ustwo - 
Charles 1st 

Shilling  

Jammeygit - 
Gold Stater  
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Monthly Competitions Runners up 

MONTHLY COMPETITIONS 

Back to Index Page 

Tinnersdad - 
Roman Fly 

Brooch 

Tinner -  
Votive Axe 

Arfrape -
Roman  

inscribed 
Lead  

Coreservers 
12thC  

Padlock Piece 
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UKDN FUN DSLR - Camera 
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 

Back to Index Page 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITIONS 

Winner -  Coenwolf 

Keep me Posted 

Runners Up Featured Overleaf 
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UKDN FUN DSLR - Camera 
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITIONS 

Back to Index Page 

Chris Hall - Alfriston Clergy House,  

East Sussex. Olympus OMD-EMI  

Popsandme - Space Ranger. 

Canon 600D. 
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UKDN FUN DSLR - Camera 
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITIONS 

Back to Index Page 

Slapeddicus - Red Deer in Richmond Park 

Scumdigger - Woodland Scene  

Nikon D800E, 85/1.4G 
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UKDN FUN POINT, PRESS & PRAY 
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 

Back to Index Page 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITIONS 

WINNER - Nick 

Lancashire Viaduct. 

iPhone 3 Taken 13/03/2014 

Over the years the UKDN Forum has shown some amazing 

photographs taken by our members, many of which have 

reached professional standards. 

 

Unfortunately entries have declined these past few months 

so we are appealing to you all..... Please post your pictures 

into the Photo competitions so we can all see them. 
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LATEST FARM NEWS FEATURE 

Back to Index Page 

More aggressive blight tougher to 
control 

Adam Clarke 25th April 2014      
More aggressive late blight strains now 
dominate British populations and       
potatoes growers need to adopt a     
protectant fungicide policy to keep the 
potentially devastating disease at 
bay………. 
   

 Climate change increases threat 
of wheat rust epidemics  

Luke Casswell 28th April 2014 
Climate change is increasing the threat 
of emerging wheat rusts that could have 
devastating effects on wheat production 
in the UK, scientists have warned…….. 
 

DEFRA failing to protect bees, say 
campaigners  

Caroline Stocks 25th April 2014 
DEFRA has been accused of failing 
farmers over its proposals to help      
reverse the decline in bee numbers…….  
 

Linseed offers late drilling          
opportunity  

Luke Casswell 24th April 2014 
Spring linseed could provide an ideal 
crop for growers looking to drill late this 
spring……..   

 

 Gangmasters watchdogs checks 
300 farms for illegal workers 

Adam Clarke 24th March 2014 
Government officials have visited     
hundreds of farmers to check that     
temporary migrant agricultural workers 
have been recruited legally……. 

Oilseed rape variety leads charge 
for bigger yields  

Adam Clarke 4th April 2014 
Growers should be picking the highest-
yielding oilseed rape varieties to drive 
up farm yields, and one new addition to 
the portfolio might help them do just 
that. Adam Clarke reports…….. 
 

Opinion; lambing will be even    
better when it’s over 

Elizabeth Elder 26th April 2014 
It’s lambing time for us again and so far, 
whispering it quietly while touching 
wood, it seems to be going alright.       
Our normal expectations of lambing are 
for a period of being cold, wet, tired and 
short tempered, accompanied by an un-
derlying feeling of indigestion due to 
eating unhealthily late…….. 
 

Farmers in Thames Valley fear    
repeat of winter floods 
Philip Case 27th April 2014 

Frustrated farmers in the Thames Valley 
say unless river maintenance is made a 
priority they will face a repeat of the 
winter floods……..  
 

Crop Watch 
Click here 

 

Crime Register 
Search for crime in your area 

 

Police 
Local Crime Map 

http://www.countryfile.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006t0bv
http://www.fwi.co.uk/marketingsubscription-pages/FWSubscriptions114/?intcmp=SUBS-ban-permanentbanner13&promcode=26483
http://www.fwi.co.uk/Home/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007qgm3
http://www.fwi.co.uk/articles/25/04/2014/144300/more-aggressive-blight-tougher-to-control.htm
http://www.fwi.co.uk/articles/28/04/2014/144319/climate-change-increases-threat-of-wheat-rust-epidemics.htm
http://www.fwi.co.uk/articles/25/04/2014/144283/defra-failing-to-protect-bees-say-campaigners.htm
http://www.fwi.co.uk/articles/24/04/2014/144279/linseed-offers-late-drilling-opportunity.htm
http://www.fwi.co.uk/articles/24/03/2014/143870/boost-profits-by-growing-healthy-oilseed.htm
http://www.fwi.co.uk/articles/04/04/2014/143990/oilseed-rape-variety-leads-charge-for-bigger-yields.htm
http://www.fwi.co.uk/articles/26/04/2014/144287/opinion-lambing-will-be-even-better-when-it39s-over.htm
http://www.fwi.co.uk/articles/27/04/2014/144308/farmers-in-thames-valley-fear-repeat-of-winter-floods.htm
http://www.fwi.co.uk/blogs/crop-watch/
http://www.fwi.co.uk/CrimeRegister/
http://www.police.uk/
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RED ROCKET STORY 

The Red Rocket was now dead, killed-

off, derelict, kaput and lying in-state 

in the lay-by opposite our house. 

Parked next to the Rocket was our  

recent acquisition, Rocket II, a Talbot 

Express camper van, which was fully 

six years newer than the Rocket, and 

taller, faster and longer. We had 

bought it on a Tuesday and attended 

our club meeting on the Wednesday, 

where John Fargher, club President, 

had announced to cheers and cat 

calls, that Red Rocket was finally  

demised. 

 

Call it Skidmark 

 

After quietening the cheering mob, 

John told the members that the new 

van was beige with a brown stripe 

and would be known as Rocket II, to 

keep the tradition going. Some Smart 

Alec quipped, “Why don’t you call it 

Skidmark?” This received huge  

applause and a great deal of laughter 

from the members, which prompted 

us to think that the idea of calling our 

new van “Rocket II” might already, 

be dead and buried. 

The next day, loaded to the gunnels, 

Skidmark was flying down the motor-

way at a breath-taking 70 mph. Mo 

and Myself’ couldn’t believe it. Here 

we were passing vans, cars and  

lorries and travelling in the fast lane 

of the motorway, two lanes further to 

the right than we had ever travelled 

with the Red Rocket. 

 

John Fargher had invited us to “The 

Goodall Institute”, as long as we took 

him there and back. Who could refuse 

an invitation like that?  The three of 

us chatted and laughed through what 

proved to an uneventful, cheerful and 

speedy journey down to darkest  

Suffolk and the “Institute”. 

 

Myself and Mo’ were caught totally 

unawares when we walked into the 

house and were greeted by two huge 

dogs that can only be described as 

‘throw-backs’ from the age of the  

Dinosaurs. Well, surely that was the 

case, as these two were the biggest 

dogs we had ever seen.  

 
(Continued on page 21) 

OUT AND ABOUT IN SKIDMARK  

 

IN THE FAST LANE FOR HAMMERED COINS 

 

Issue 181 - September 2000 

By Brian Cross 

Article reproduced with kind permission of 

http://thesearcher.co.uk/
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RED ROCKET STORY 

They made us feel like the ‘Little  

People’, especially when one put his 

front paws on Mo’s shoulders and 

started to lick the top of her head! 

 

Me?  As everyone knows I’m a bit of 

an urban cowboy, I’m just not into 

animals, none of them ever like me 

and the feeling is mutual. I swear 

that as these two beasts romped  

towards me, the whole of my past life 

flashed before my eyes! 

 

To be fair, the Irish Wolf Hounds soon 

settled down, once they had given Mo 

and myself’ a licking that beat a  

Turkish bath, hands down!  The 

‘Goodall Institute’ must be the only 

place in Britain where you can leave 

the TV and video on the back lawn 

and the cheque book on the back 

window sill and still sleep peacefully, 

for who would venture into a garden 

when the dogs peer over the 6ft 

fence to see what’s going on outside? 

 

Goodall Red Eye 

 

That evening John and his wife Kath, 

looked after us in a grand style. We 

partook in a bowl or two or Ipswich 

gruel, a green-looking mixture of 

broth with the addition of anything 

that John cares to find whilst out  

detecting. This was washed down 

with several bottles of Goodall Red 

Eye, a brew we felt John had con-

cocted for the sole purpose of  

nobbling us the following day. 

The only embarrassing point of the 

evening was listening to John Fargher 

and John Goodall, both addled on 

‘Red Eye’, trying to take off the  

comedian Jethro. If we hear “What 

‘appened wos” before the year 2010, 

it’ll be ten years too early. They bled 

the saying to death. On top of that JF 

started prancing around in only his 

boxer shorts, posing as Mr Universe, 

now that was a sight to make you 

cringe. Mo’ and myself made a dash 

for Skidmark and the peace that 

came with it. 

 

The next day we awoke to the sun 

streaming into the van and the  

mercury rising very rapidly. It was 

going to be another scorcher. By 9 

a.m. we were on site in Skidmark. 

 

We were off 

 

The field was large but rolled  

perfectly flat, ready for seed. John 

pointed out the various areas where 

items had come up. Hammered up 

the top, a bit of Roman from down 

there, a lovely Saxon strap-end from 

over there, etc, etc. We were off. 

 

An hour later I hadn’t had a signal of 

any note and met up with Mo’. She 

was doing as badly as I was. JF and 

John were in the distance plodding up 

and down; neither seemed to be  

doing any digging. “It’s gonna be one 

of those days”, we commented. 

(Continued from page 20) 

(Continued on page 22) 



 

UKDN WORD                                              Page 22 Back to Index Page 

RED ROCKET STORY 

A further hour later we were collect-

ing a bottle of water from Skidmark, 

as were the two John’s. The heat was 

almost unbearable; it was to be the 

hottest day we had ever detected in. 

 

By now we all had a few scraps of 

metal in our finds pouch and it was 

time something different popped up. 

The ground was baked hard and small 

sods of earth had to be gently hit 

with the trowel to crack them open to 

retrieve the signals.  John said the 

weather had been this hot for a week. 

 

Then I got a signal, looked down and 

saw the black edge of a large  

hammered coin. On picking it up, I 

found it was the badly damaged groat 

of Queen Mary, shown in Fig.1. This 

was the first Mary groat I had ever 

found, what a shame it was in this 

condition. 

 

Fig 1. Queen Mary Groat (battered) 

 

This find spurred Mo and myself’ on. 

We all concentrated on the area of 

this find until dinner when we had a 

welcome break, sitting in the shade 

near Skidmark under some trees,  

listening to JF and John harking on 

about every subject under the sun 

and peppering every other sentence 

with the obligatory, “What ‘appened 

wos”. The jokes were really flying and 

it was a shame to break the fun up 

with the drudgery of detecting in the 

searing heat. 

 

Hammered quarter penny 

 

A while later, I got a signal and 

picked up a small sod of earth ready 

to bash it with my trowel when I  

noticed something silver on the back-

side of it. It was a hammered quarter 

penny!  It is shown in Fig 2. I haven’t 

identified the coin as yet because I 

am reluctant to take it out from the 

lump of baked earth. Every time I  

examine that lump of earth it reminds 

me of just how hot it was that day. 

 

This find fired us all up even though 

the day seemed to be getting even 

hotter. Mo’ wandered down to the 

very bottom of the field and went 

missing for several hours during 

which time both John’s got a scabby 

hammered each. 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 21) 

(Continued on page 23) 
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RED ROCKET STORY 

Fig. 2 Hammered Quarter 

 

I was just about to go back to  

Skidmark to brew up when I got a 

sweet signal and found the Elizabeth I 

half-groat shown in Fig 3. The day 

was drawing to a close now, it had 

been a good day for me finding three 

hammered coins, and I was quite 

content to brew up and relax in the 

van for the last half-hour. Slowly the 

others came back and we showed 

each other our finds. Five hammered 

coins had been found with nothing 

special in the artefacts section but 

what red faces and necks we all had. 

We all looked as if we had been  

bar-b-qued all day….. which we had. 

 

That night we all chilled out with a 

few beers and wines and talked  

detecting till the early hours of the 

morning. What is it about detecting 

that makes you do it all day long and 

talk about it the whole night through 

when you get back from a trip?   

We think it’s the adventure and  

excitement of the hobby. A bit like 

the old gold prospecting days. We can 

imagine the old 49’ers would have 

done exactly the same thing i.e. dug 

the pay dirt all day and then spent 

the night around the camp fire telling 

tales of how Old Pete hit the jackpot, 

etc. 

 

We awoke early the next morning, 

bleary-eyed and red-faced. The two 

John’s were already awake, packing 

lunch and cracking jokes. Within half 

an hour, the sun already hot,  

Skidmark was blazing a trail to a field 

full of Roman influence that Mr 

Goodall had planned for us to search. 

 

Fig. 3 Elizabeth I half-groat 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 22) 

(Continued on page 24) 
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RED ROCKET STORY 

Unfortunately, this field was quite 

roughly ploughed and very, very dry. 

It was a big field with several long 

depressions in it.  It was baking hot 

again and within an hour, with few 

signals, we were all very weary.  

Myself, Mo’ and John were a long way 

from home, we had travelled far to be 

here. These hard facts keep you  

going when, if you were near home, 

you would probably pack in and head 

off home, to sit out in the shade. 

 

Found a lovely groat 

 

Then, all of a sudden, we could hear 

JF, hootin’ and hollerin’. He had found 

something,,,, something nice. Sure 

enough, he’s found a lovely groat, 

probably of Edward III. This spurred 

us all on with renewed enthusiasm. 

 

By dinner Mo & myself’ just had a 

couple of crotal bells to show for our 

efforts. These are shown in Fig 4. 

Many people still say that we find 

loads of these ‘Up North’ but the fact 

is that every time we travel south we 

start to find crotal bells. We rarely 

find them when detecting in Cheshire, 

Lancs or Yorkshire. We were pleased 

with these two as they both had their 

clackers. The one on the left, found 

by Mo’, has a beautiful patina. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 4 Crotal Bells 

After dinner John decided that we 

should try another field. This was in 

the middle of no-where; we had to 

trudge across several fields to get to 

it. By late afternoon we all had  

several grotty Roman bronzes and a 

couple of broken bits of Roman  

metalwork, including several fibulas’ 

between us, all broken. Then, Mo’ 

gave me a signal telling me that she 

had found a Roman silver. I made my 

way across to look at the denarius of 

Julia Domna, shown in Fig 5. It was 

well deserved and very welcome. 

Fig. 5 Roman Denarius of Julia Domna 

(Continued from page 23) 

(Continued on page 25) 
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We were all pleased with this find, as 

between the four of us, two nice finds 

had now been unearthed during the 

day. Despite all feeling jaded, we 

took off again, as the heat slowly died 

down and the day grew welcomingly 

cooler. No further finds of any note 

were made, except for three bags of 

apples grabbed by Mo' as we passed 

some apple trees. 

 

That evening was going to be a quiet 

one, John told us as we drove back 

home. He planned to take us to a 

rally run by Ken Wilcox, Anglian 

NCMD Region rep. Ken, John Goodall 

and Martin Brunt run the East Coast 

Searchers. They run many rallies with 

the intention of attracting non-NCMD 

members into the fold. We would 

need an early start. “But, as it’s a 

lovely evening,” John told us,  “we’ll 

have a Bar-B in the garden and  

chill-out.”   

 

The food was ready when we got 

back and went down well, as did the 

couple of bottles of Claret D’Ipswich. 

John produced a few more bottles 

and then some more. Slowly the eve-

ning turned to night and the night 

into early morning. That was one  

helluva good evening. 

 

Somehow we all managed to awake 

and get dressed, that was the only 

requisite apart from the drivers who 

were on autopilot anyway.  

 

We arrived on site, paid our dues, 

shook hands with acquaintances we’d 

spoken to by phone and e-mail but 

had never met and then got our gear 

and began detecting, once again. 

 

Three fields were available and slowly 

over the next few hours finds began 

to appear; “a hammered from over 

there, someone had a denarius,  

another hammered from the far  

corner of that field and a lovely 

buckle from the middle of that field.”   

 

Not a great number of finds for the 

people present but we accept that as 

par for the course on such events. 

The main thing was that everyone 

was enjoying themselves, money was 

being raised, the weather was lovely 

and there was always the chance of a 

nice find turning up. 

 

Mo and myself’ worked the far side of 

the bigger of the three fields as  

rumour had it that there used to be 

several houses at the field edge. By 

early afternoon most detectorists 

were gathered by their cars,  

obviously having dinner or just  

resting and talking. We had found a 

lot of modern rubbish and the three 

buckles shown in Fig 6, the fact that 

these had turned up encouraged us 

to stay working this area rather than 

wander about a field we didn’t know 

anything about. 

 

(Continued from page 24) 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Fig. 6 Three Buckles 

 

Mo’ decided to walk back to the cars, 

the heat was getting her down and I 

had to admit that I was weary too. 

“I’ll be with you after a couple more 

strips,” I told her. I trudged on, up 

and down, occasionally looking up to 

discover that I was virtually the only 

person left detecting. As I finished 

each 200 yard strip I mentally noted 

how many signals I’d dug, “Two on 

the previous row, four on this row, 

one of the signals on the next row is 

going to be a beauty,” I told myself.  

 

Most rows produced a button or two 

or several Georgian coppers so  

signals were there. Unknowingly, I 

trudged on for almost two hours, and 

then I turned the soil over after a  

signal and saw a hammered groat. 

 

Wow, what a kick I got from  

unearthing that coin!! Mo and myself’ 

often persevere on fields for one  

reason or another; sometimes it’s 

just a gut instinct.  

 

 

My feelings about his field had been 

proved right even if they had only 

been in my subconscious and I hadn't 

aired them to anyone. 

 

The coin is shown in Fig 7 and is a 

groat of  Henry VI First Reign  

1422-1461, it is of the Rosette Mascle 

Issue 1427-1430. It has a fair bit of 

damage but is still a nice find. I was 

happy to head off back to Mo’ and the 

van for a rest and some dinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 7 Henry VI Groat 

 

When I got back to the car park, I 

discovered that a potato harvester 

had come onto the smaller field to 

gather the remainder of the crop in.  

 

A number of detectorists had got  

permission from the farmer to pick up 

the loose potatoes missed by the  

harvester. Martin Brunt, his wife Jo' 

and their young lad were picking 

spuds galore.  

(Continued from page 25) 

(Continued on page 27) 
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The lad was passing piles to Mo’ who 

was stashing them into every nook 

and cranny in Skidmark. This was  

becoming a tradition i.e. coming back 

from a detecting trip loaded up with a 

couple of finds and a mass of fruit 

and veg! 

 

From this venue we said our  

goodbyes to John and the lads from 

the East Coast Searchers and  

intended to make our way to visit 

Jimmy Sierra and his USA visitors in 

Norfolk. We had spoken with several 

of them via e-mail for some time and 

promised that we’d try to meet them 

when they were in the UK.  A quick 

phone call however saved us a 

wasted journey, for they had left for 

Kent the day before! 

 

One day to spare 

 

Now that we were not going to meet 

the lads from the USA we had one 

day to spare and decided that we 

would visit a farm in Norfolk, we had 

been to before. We were there just 

before dark, after booking J.F. in at a 

B & B. 

 

We picked John up next morning and 

were on the fields by mid-morning. 

We had two fields available to us  

providing us with plenty of acreage 

on this last day of detecting.  

 

The weather was beautiful but still 

stifling hot. We chilled out a lot, had 

plenty of laughs and did a bit of  

detecting. It was here that JF found 

his dagger chape featured in one of 

his articles last year. It was a lovely 

find. 

 

After several hours I found the  

beautiful hammered half-penny 

shown in Fig 8. It is of Edward II, 

London mint, 1307-1327. Shortly  

after, the item shown in Fig 9 came 

up. We presume this to be an early 

token or counter and welcome  

opinions from readers of The 

Searcher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 8 Hammered half-penny 

 

Shortly before we packed in to head 

off on the long journey home, I got a 

signal which proved to be very  

difficult to find. I got it in the end  

after sifting handfuls of soil over and 

over again.  

(Continued from page 26) 

(Continued on page 28) 



 

UKDN WORD                                              Page 28 Back to Index Page 

RED ROCKET STORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 9 Jetton? 

 

It is shown in Fig 10a and 10b. It is a 

badly clipped half-penny which we 

believe comes from the reign of 

Henry VII, it is London mint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 10a Clipped half-penny 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.10b Clipped half-penny reverse 

 

We arrived home safely after drop-

ping off poor old JF who was com-

pletely knackered. Jaw ache was his 

chief burden, ‘detecting arm’ coming 

a far second. 

 

Joking besides we had a wonderful 

time and thank John & Kath for their 

hospitality. The new van Skidmark 

performed without a hitch and got us 

to our destination in record time, 

travelling in the fast lane to give us 

hammered coins. 

 

Next month we’ll tell you about our 

next trip when one of us got six ham-

mered in two days and a lovely silver 

buckle was unearthed.  

 

(C) Brian Cross & The Searcher 

(Continued from page 27) 
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Hammered coin ID…..The basics… 

A penny of Edward I 
By Tom Redmayne 

Sometimes, it is good to go back to basics, especially for those who are new 

to the hobby and struggle to understand some of the jargon when we ID 

coins on the forum. So, I have written a short ID on a hammered coin and 

pointed out some of the key points to note. For this I have chosen an Edward 

I penny of my own to show the basics of identifying these types of coins. 

 

This is the coin in question, and is an Edward I class 10cf3 Canterbury 

penny. 
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So where do we start to get to this ID? 

 

Firstly, the coin is 18mm in diameter which suggests it is a penny rather than 

a halfpenny or farthing. 

 

Next, the reverse shows a solid cross with no space in the centre of the arms 

and the cross reaches to the outer edge of the coin. This makes it a long-

cross coin, and so later than either the voided short cross or voided long cross 

coins. can discount any of the earlier monarchs. 
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By orienting the coin as it is shown, with the C of CIVI just past 12 o’clock, 

the reverse legend reads CIVI TAS CAN TOR (City of Canterbury) so the coin 

is minted in Canterbury. 

 

The style of some of the letters is also important, and the very sinuous, one-

piece S in particular, without a fat, egg-shaped middle and not made up of in-

dividual crescents and wedges, is a feature of coins in the later classes. 

 

Next, the obverse (bust side) legend reads EDWA R ANGL DNS HYB so there 

is a pretty big clue that this is a coin of one of the King Edwards. 

 

This legend is actually an abbreviation of: 

 

EDWARDVS REX ANGLORVM DOMINVS HIBERNIE (Edward, King of the Eng-

lish, Lord of Ireland) but would be too big to fit on the coin so we see the 

shortened version. 

 

The abbreviation of the legend on this coin is used only on Edward I and Ed-

ward II coins so that narrows it down some more. 

 

The legend is also important in determining the class of the coin and the one 

on this coin is only used on rare coins of Edward I class 6b and 8a and, most 

commonly, on coins of Edward I class 10 and Edward II classes 11 to 13. 

 

So now we have to look at the real detail to narrow down the monarch and 

the class. 

 

There are certain standard terms used to describe the parts of coins and the 

picture overleaf shows the more important ones. 
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For Canterbury pennies of Edward I classes 6b, 8 and 10 and Edward II, the 

initial mark is the cross pattée as on this coin so that all fits. Now, the crown 

is very important and generally changes with each class of coin. The outer 

fleurs are bifoliate, as all pennies from class 10 onwards are.  

 

On the coin above, the ornaments are looking quite ragged and not well-

formed. They are meant to be spearheads. The one on the left is particularly 

misshapen and seems to be hooked slightly towards the central fleur.  

 

This is the clincher, as this particular feature is only seen on the class 10cf3 of 

Edward I. So, there you have it, every coin has its own set of features that, 

together, narrow it down to a very specific time and place of manufacture. If 

only it could tell us the story of the rest of its life! 

 

(c) Tom Redmayne April 2014 
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For crimes in progress - call 999 

For crimes that have happened - report to your local Police 

      click here for the non emergency reporting number 

Click here to take part in the  

English Heritage Crime Survey 

Back to Index Page 

http://www.police.uk/
https://www.survey.lboro.ac.uk/heritagecrime11
https://www.survey.lboro.ac.uk/heritagecrime11
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News and Views 

from April 2014 

Swedes open coffin of 850-year-old king 

Anglo-Saxon silver coin found by metal  
detectorist 

16th-century Sheriff's ring discovered 

Anglesey: Mysterious artefact discovered at 
Neolit 

A 700-YEAR-OLD English coin has been found 

Girl digs up bomb with metal detector 

5000 YO Golden Treasure on Display 

Naughty money: clippers and coiners 

Gold Anglo-Saxon ring to go on show 

Leicester dig unearths Iron Age mint 

Royal Mint to cast coins from bullion recovered 

Medieval Poop Still Stinks, Experts Discover 

British Library Puts 1,000,000 Images 

Back to Index Page 

http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126981
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126969
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126969
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126968
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126965
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126965
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126837
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126920
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126881
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126871
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126789
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126828
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126803
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126745
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=126734
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Useful Weblinks 

PAS - getting involved  

PAS - Upcoming Events 

PAS - self recording  

PAS -Recording Timeline 

PAS - Advice for finders of archaeological objects including treasure  

PAS - Conservation advice notes  

PAS - Guidance to landowners, occupiers & tenant farmers in England 

& Wales 

PAS - News from the scheme 

PAS - Blogs 

Responsible detecting code of practice  

Frome hoard time lapse video of excavation  

Press coverage of the Frome hoard discovery  

Burnham hoard excavation  

Staffordshire hoard excavation  

Staffordshire hoard at the BM  

Definition of Treasure 

To Report Nighthawking - If in progress ring 999, if after the event 

click here & enter post code, the phone number for your local Police 
Station is shown on the bottom right hand side 

Rallies & Events - Searcher Magazine 

Rallies & Events - Treasure Hunting Magazine 

Wheresthepath - For O/S & Aerial Maps & National Grid References 

Post code finder 

Getting involved in archaeology 

Back to Index Page 

http://finds.org.uk/getinvolved
http://finds.org.uk/events/upcoming
http://finds.org.uk/blogs/centralunit/2010/09/20/my-experience-of-self-recording-on-the-database/
http://finds.org.uk/guide/torecording/timeline
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=1&sqi=2&ved=0CBkQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffinds.org.uk%2Fdocuments%2Fadvice.pdf&ei=rgqgTc7xII-WhQeIv6jxBA&usg=AFQjCNH3oGS0y0dWRWR78qiSoi3aonULAQ
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCUQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffinds.org.uk%2Fdocuments%2Ffile%2Fconservation.pdf&ei=IgugTYC5AYOzhAeCwtHwBA&usg=AFQjCNF5Y35PL93cQyNAReojy_cPdD0EOw
http://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/guidancelandowners
http://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/guidancelandowners
http://finds.org.uk/news/
http://finds.org.uk/blogs/
http://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/codeofpractice
http://finds.org.uk/blogs/fromehoard/time-lapse-video-of-the-excavation/
http://finds.org.uk/blogs/fromehoard/press-coverage/
http://www.detecting.org.uk/blog/2010/11/bronze-age-hoard-found-below-plough-soil-in-essex-field/
http://vimeo.com/6737518
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TAF-gAvbs8&feature=related
http://www.atoz.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/Definition%20of%20Treasure.pdf
http://www.police.uk/
http://www.police.uk/
http://www.police.uk/
http://www.thesearcher.co.uk/events.php
http://www.treasurehunting.co.uk/rallies.html
http://wtp2.appspot.com/wheresthepath.htm
http://andrewjwelch.com/code/other/uk-postcode-mashup.html
http://en.calameo.com/read/000121606f95372a10bd6
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New members in April 2014 
 

Brian and Mo and the team would like to thank and extend a warm welcome 
to all the new members listed below who have joined UKDN in the last month. 

Please introduce yourselves so that the members can welcome you aboard 
and make you feel at home. Click here to introduce yourself 

 
If you are not already registered with UKDN you can register by clicking on 

this link and see what you are missing Click here to register 

Back to Index Page 

http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewforum.php?f=25
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/ucp.php?mode=register
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About us 
 

UK DETECTOR NET was created on September 28th 2002 to bring together           

responsible metal detectorists everywhere to discuss the hobby, their finds,           
the machines they use and a million and one other detecting related subjects. 

 
Visit the forum 

 

Click here to visit forum 

 

Contact UKDN 

 

enquiry@ukdetectornet.co.uk 

 

UKDN magazines to download 

 

Download magazines here 

 

View online 

 

View our Magazines online here 

 

If you would like to contribute to the newsletter please contact either UKDN as above 

or PhilD via PM,. 

 
UKDN aims 
 

UKDN is a forum for people who are interested in the hobby of metal detecting. 
UKDN is an online community where members can exchange and share knowledge, 

their views, discuss the hobby, their finds, the machines they use and a million and 
one other detecting related subjects. UKDN actively works towards the following 

aims: 
 

1. Develop a greater understanding of the hobby and some of the wider issues 
through healthy pro-active debate within the forum and through the monthly     

magazine, which is distributed to, and read by, our membership and beyond.        
The magazine includes UKDN based news and articles, as well as wider news, de-
bate, and issues of heritage interest. 
 

2. Provide a platform to inform beginners in the hobby of the basic principles in the 
use of a metal detector, gaining permission, site research, basic heritage law,     
farming scheme rules and in the ‘best practice’ for conservation, recording and       

co-operation. 
 

3. Actively promotes the ‘Code of Practice for Responsible Metal Detecting’ to all 
members of the UKDN online forum and beyond. 
 

4. Encourage all UKDN detectorists to record their finds with the appropriate bodies 
(depending where they detect); In England and Wales, this is with the Portable     
Antiquities Scheme, in Scotland this is the Treasure Trove Unit. 
 

5. UKDN will actively work towards ensuring the future security of the hobby. We will 
liaise and co-operate with heritage professionals in a way which is mutually beneficial 
to all parties whilst maintaining our independence, and we encourage their active 

participation, either in the UKDN online community or through our on-line magazine. 

Back to Index Page 

http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/index.php
mailto:enquiry@ukdetectornet.co.uk
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewforum.php?f=166
http://en.calameo.com/books/00012160634bfe9ad3f0c

