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to this, the 131st edition of Word magazine, dated July 2018. It’s another 
packed issue with a great article by Kev Woodward on his finding of a hoard 

of gold staters hidden away in an animal bone. What a brilliant story and it’s 
this type of story we are after ie Helping in the community, recovering  

something lost for a member of  the general public, assisting a local dig as 
Kev was or just your every-day detecting story. If you have a story to tell 

then please get in touch with a member of the team through the forum. 
 

What an amazing summer we are having up to this moment in time. We’re 
having lots of sunshine and some really nice weather. It seems to be bringing 

the crops along very nicely especially as we are having periods of rain in  
between. In Cheshire the barley is coming along very nicely and we wouldn’t 

be surprised to see crops being harvested within the next three or four weeks. 
 

We’ve all got a few weeks of downtime yet to endure. We’ve just had all our 

equipment out and have given it a good ole clean. We’ve renewed our wellies 
as on examination we found them to be heavily worn and not likely to last the 

winter season. It’s amazing just how much wear those boots or wellingtons 
will take just walking up and down ploughed fields.  

 
Don’t forget our sponsors, these are the guys who pay for the banners on the 

forum and by doing so keep the forum able to pay for the server and other 
fees. If you have to buy equipment be it a detector, wellingtons, trowel or 

even just headphones then please click on the banners spread around the  
forum and support the people who support us. 

 
The forum is very quiet at the moment, especially as the football World Cup is 

taking place and the games are televised and featured on lots of channels. 
England are doing OK but we are sure bigger tests will be placed before them 

during the later stages. Obviously we wish them well and hope they get into 

the finals, semi-finals or even quarter finals. 
 

Finishing off let’s just ask that if you are one of those lucky people who man-
age to get on a piece of land during this lean period if you do find anything 

that’s remotely interesting can you post it on the forum so we can all have a 
gander and a gloat over it. We are going stir crazy here !!! 

 
Good hunting and be lucky every single one of you. 
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THE DISCOVERY OF THE 

SEDGEFORD HOARD OF IRON AGE GOLD 

STATERS IN AUGUST 2003 
  

By Kev Woodward 

 

 

 

 

 

As I stirred in my tent cursing the dawn chorus of the cockerels resident at 
the nearby pub I looked at my watch - 4:25am!  I managed to drift off into 

semi-sleep knowing that another day loomed helping to excavate a 7th-9th 
century Anglo Saxon cemetery with the Sedgeford Historical and  

Archaeological Research Project (SHARP).  Thoughts of what I had to do that 
day filled my head.  The first task was to locate and recover metal detected 

signals on the site prior to the imminent shut down week.  Only two had not 
been investigated and I pondered what they may be.  One looked promising; 

the other was probably a metal stake that had fallen into the copious 
amounts of silt.  With these thoughts I drifted off to sleep to be violently 

awoken by a bad case of cramp in my right calf muscle at 6am.  Imagine the 
scene as I leapt around my tent cursing the pain whilst trying to do it 

‘quietly’ so as not to disturb others in their tents!  It was around this time 

that I decided today had not started too well and hoped that things would 
improve - how right was that wish! 

Some of the gold Staters shortly after excavation. 
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Two hours later, suitably washed and fed the SHARP volunteers convened for 

‘morning prayers’.  This is where, amongst other things, jobs for the day are 
allocated as required.  Everyone suitably briefed we set to work.  I retrieved 

my trusty twelve year old Tesoro Bandido from my tent and set about  
sweeping over the site.  After marking two ferrous signals (later confirmed as 

coffin brackets) for later excavation no more signals came to light - not  
unusual as little metal is found on the site due to it being an early Christian 

cemetery with no grave goods.  I decided to move down to the area where 
the two known signals were and had another sweep.   Only the two known 

signals remained so I concentrated on the one I thought sounded promising.  
The silt was quite deep in this area and not very sweet smelling but the 

chance of unearthing a good signal on this site made it a lot more bearable.  
After a few minutes of shovelling silt I uncovered part of a plank that had 

sunk to a depth of about a foot and yes you’ve guessed, it had a nice shiny 

aluminium strip wrapped around its edge!  So much for promising signals - 
this dented my hope that my day would provide some interesting fruits from 

my labours.   
 

A bit disappointed I decided to clear the last signal before getting on with an 
excavation of a skeleton I found the previous day.  This last signal was 

thought to be a metal stake used on the site in previous years to hold a water 
hose over the area.  The signal had been found by my beloved wife Jenn the 

previous week but she had not been allowed to dig it at that time and had 
since gone home to return to work.  After rechecking the signal it became 

clear that it would probably be the stake as the object appeared to be about 
fourteen inches long as all the signals were in a straight line.   

 
The trench supervisor Terry joined me at this point and offered to dig the  

object as he had never seen the techniques employed with a detector, I was 

happy to oblige.  After showing him the signal he removed the silt fully  
expecting, like me, to find the stake.  Once it became clear that the signal 

came from beneath the archaeological layer our attitude changed and we 
pondered what it might be. Definitely non-ferrous and fourteen inches long 

was all I could advise.  Some possibilities were put forward (all wrong in the 
end) so the decision to excavate it out was made.  This decision was taken 

only because of the imminent shut down week and to clear the site in case of 
night hawks - yes the site has had some ‘visitors’.   

 
Using his trowel Terry removed soil to a depth of two inches then I swept the 

area again - the signal had not changed so more soil was removed by both of 
us.  Two more inches down and I came across an animal bone lying on its 

side and removed it as it was not unusual for this site.  I put the bone to one 
side and dug some more.  Once Terry and I had cleaned up the area I swept 

over the hole again - this time things were different and my mind went into 

overdrive.   

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The reason? There were signals in both spoil heaps and in the hole - lots of 

them!  Now I’ve read enough stories like these to know things are starting to 
look good.  I think I broke the world record for going from standing to  

kneeling.  Within a few seconds I had an Iron Age gold Stater in my quivering 
hand.  Once Terry and I had exchanged that ‘we’ve only gone and bloody well 

done it’ look we set about retrieving the others from the spoil heap.  Within a 
minute we had five identical gold Staters with still more signals in the hole!  I 

moved the detector head away so Terry could continue the excavation and in 
doing so it passed over the previously set aside animal bone.  The detector 

gave off a strong signal which surprised me somewhat, so whilst Terry 
scraped away I investigated this new signal.   

 
I moved the bone as I thought it was in the way of the signal, the signal  

disappeared!  It dawned on me that maybe a Stater was lodged inside the 

bone so I passed it over the detector and I was rewarded with a strong  
signal.  I carefully picked out some of the mud from the top of the bone to  

reveal two Staters wedged inside.  It was at this point I noticed that the 
weight of the bone was excessive for its size.  As I tilted the bone to examine 

it I could feel some more coins moving inside.  The full magnitude of the  
discovery finally hit home as I tried incoherently to tell Terry about it. By this 

time we were both literally shaking with adrenalin but still had the presence 
of mind and discipline to realise that we now had to stop so a full detailed  

excavation could take place.   
 

So after a few minutes getting our heads together and looking at the  
marvellous pieces of art in our hands we called over Gareth who was in 

charge of the excavations in that area.  We showed him one Stater at first as 
others had been found in isolation in this area in previous years and a hoard 

had long been suspected.  He confirmed that it matched the others and hoped 

for more someday.  We then gave him the other four, the smile on his face 
growing as he examined them.  Comments like ‘we must be getting near to 

the seat of the hoard’ were banded about.  It was at this point I produced the 
animal bone and said ‘will this do?’  After examination of the bone the  

magnitude of the situation hit home as he realised that the whole area would 
need to be fully excavated and recorded before the end of the season, within 

the next three days!   
 

The supervisors soon came up with a battle plan and it was all hands to the 
pumps, literally as the area gets waterlogged within hours.  During the day 

earth was removed from around the pit, as revealed after the removal of the 
silt, and wet sieved.  I remember the screams of delight when, on separate 

occasions, two more Staters were found by the hard working girls on the wet 
sieving station.  We worked until the light faded removing layer by layer the 

soil from around and on top of the find spot.   

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Everything was drawn, photographed and recorded at each stage, in fact the 

team even finished drawing by torch light - you wouldn’t see archaeologists 
doing that very often!  Needless to say I had a huge grin all day and the 

adrenalin kept pumping through my veins, so much so I couldn’t eat, and for 
those that know me that’s unusual!   

 
The strangeness of the day continued by way of an Iron Age horse burial being 

unearthed that afternoon by other members of SHARP on another part of the 
dig.  Apparently it was a healthy eighteen hands tall and was killed by a strong 

blow to the forehead as evidenced by the hole left in his skull. It had been 
buried in a pit and positioned as though it was laying on its belly with all four 

legs tucked in and the head looking backwards resting on its shoulder. 
 

The Director of the site was away from the area when the discoveries were 

made but made a rapid return to coordinate procedures and deal with the  
reporting side of things.  As it had become impossible to contain the  

information that the hoard had been found it was decided to call everyone  
together to state what had happened and stop the rumour mongers from  

embellishing the story.   
 

 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 

An x-ray of the bone showing the twenty gold 

Staters inside. 
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The tally at the end of the first day was nine loose Staters, approximately 

eighteen to twenty in the bone (it had been x-rayed at the local hospital that 
afternoon) and an Iron Age horse burial, not bad for a days work on an Anglo 

Saxon cemetery! 
 

The following day I was really looking forward to finding out more about the 
context in which the hoard had been buried.  Unfortunately the media had 

other ideas and I spent the whole day being interviewed on different TV  
channels, radio and newspapers.  By the end of the day I was quite prepared 

to thump the next photographer that wanted me to ‘just move an inch to your 
left/right/up/down/in/out’ etc.  Whilst I was having my fifteen minutes of 

‘fame’ the team continued to excavate the area around the pit to find the  
extent of it before excavating it out.  This was hampered somewhat by the 

need to excavate an Anglo Saxon skeleton and some charnel which partially 

covered the top of the pit.  If you have ever done this or watched it being  
performed you know how long that can take.  There was a boost to  

proceedings as a tenth loose Stater was recovered from on top of the pit by 
Becky who had come to the dig from Malta, needless to say she was delighted 

with her once in a lifetime find.  Towards the end of the day one of the  
Directors, Dr Neil Faulkner approached me and asked if I would like to  

excavate the coins from the bone the next day!  I was speechless as I had  
assumed that it would fall to the experts at the British Museum to do.   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 15) 

The find area under intense archaeological investigation.  
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After telling Neil this he replied that as this was contextually a unique find 

there were no experts - how can you be an expert in something that’s never 
been found?  With an argument like that on your side I accepted at once so 

we sat down to work out the details. 
 

The following morning saw me leaving the campsite at 5:45am (couldn’t sleep 
properly) to drive to the twenty four hour supermarket in King’s Lynn.  Items 

on my shopping list included distilled water, a syringe or pipette and if  
possible long plastic tweezers.  Everything except the tweezers were  

purchased, I would need to find some from somewhere.  After breakfast I was 
visited by a member of the human remains team who gave me a bag 

crammed full of odd shaped plastic and wooden small tools.  I commented 
that I should be able to get into every nook and cranny with those and they 

replied that I should as their real purpose was for use in gynaecology!  When 

pressed they came up trumps with some plastic tweezers as well, not long 
enough to reach the bottom of the bone but we’d sort that problem later.   

 
Once everything was collected together the bone excavation team walked up 

to the village hall to join the SHARP photographers who were busy setting up 
their equipment.  I choose the place I wanted to work and commenced setting 

up.  The bone was supported in a bowl of sand and was covered by a plastic 
bag to retain soil removed from the bone for archaeo-environmental analysis.  

This worked very well holding the bone upright and steady.  All the various 
wooden and plastic tools were laid out and an overhead light complete with 

magnifier was put in position, the whole thing started to look like an operating 
theatre and I was to be the surgeon!  By this time the small finds team had 

set up to record all the coins as they were removed - cameras, drawing 
boards and finds forms seemed to be everywhere.  We then had a break 

whilst the photographers took ‘before’ shots of the bone and the way every-

thing was set up - this was for the hoard report that was published later in the 
year. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

(Continued from page 14) 

(Continued on page 16) 

The ‘surgery’ begins. 
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After another ‘nervous’ visit to the toilet all was ready and I could begin.  The 

time I noted was just after eleven, where had the morning gone and would I 
have time to finish the job today?  Then came the good news that another 

gold Stater had been found during wet sieving, that made the total found 
from the pit eleven, we were about to add a few more to that total.  At this 

point I would like to thank Megan Dennis for putting together and heading an 
excellent team, she taught me a lot about those Staters that day than any  

article I have ever read.  Megan has connections to the Celtic Coin Index so 
she knows one or two things about Staters. 

  
After careful removal of the first level of soil in the bone three Staters could 

be clearly seen and were cleaned up in-situ.  Which way the reverse side of 
the coins was facing was recorded and many photos taken before the first 

coin was removed.  This one was fairly well wedged against the other and the 

side of the bone and took more pressure to release than I thought it would.  
Once out and washed it was handed to the small finds team for them to go to 

work on it.  The second coin was now loose and after more recording and  
photos it too was removed.  We continued in this manner for the next six 

coins as they were placed in the bone in a random manner.  Very little soil 
was now in the bone and after cleaning out revealed a beautiful sight I hope I 

never forget.  At least eight gold Staters stacked one on top of the other and 
all shining back at me like they were made the day before.   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 17) 

The first coins appear after the mud is removed. 
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Lunch was delivered to the village hall and I attempted to eat something but 

the adrenalin had scuppered any appetite - I was in paradise, the only thing 
that could of made it better was if Jenn had been there to see the fruits of the 

signal she had found.  I continued painstakingly cleaning and removing any 
soil from around the coins and then extracting them.  During this process 

some invited visitors started to appear.  The landowner came to see ‘his’ 
coins, a photographer and reporter from the local paper and a local radio  

presenter were allowed to report on the extractions as a ‘thank you’ for past 
years of support for SHARP.  The radio reporter did a live broadcast describing 

what I was doing, so I let her be the first person to touch one of the coins 
since its burial two thousand years ago.  She was speechless for about five 

seconds after I dropped the coin from the tweezers into her hand, I don’t 
think that made very good radio and was apparently a first for her being 

speechless during a broadcast!  Such is the power of Iron Age gold. 

 
After each coin was removed more photos were taken inside the bone to  

record everything possible, whilst the small finds team recorded every detail 
on each coin, a truly magnificent team effort.  As I was now getting towards 

the bottom of the bone the tweezers were not long enough to reach so the 
high-tech solution of taping on two wooden spatulas was employed.  These 

worked well although working in such a small space and getting adequate 
lighting down the bone without compromising your view of the coins was  

getting difficult.  Finally at about 5:30 pm the twentieth and final Stater was 
removed and recorded.  As much soil as possible was washed out of the bone, 

which included a plant leaf, which gave something for the  
archaeo-environmental team to analyse.  All the soil removed will be sifted 

through to find any seeds or pollen to add to the overall picture.   
 

The excavation of the bone was over so we packed everything up.  Walking 

back to the campsite I realised just how tired I felt, mentally drained after the 
last three days and the hours of concentration emptying the bone. Physically 

tired as I hadn’t slept very well for the last two nights, but I knew that would 
change tonight.  After a few drinks in the pub that night I proved my theory 

and slept very soundly. 
  

The excavation of the area around the pit continued the next day and I  
continued helping to trowel back, some wet sieving and even the odd sweep 

of the detector around the area just in case!  Being Friday we needed to finish 
early as a site tour takes place each Friday afternoon and we expected more 

people than usual and we weren’t disappointed!  After the site tour and a  
couple of presentations on other archaeological subjects Megan gave a précis 

of the hoard discovery and the processes that we had gone through.   
 

 

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 18) 
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The finale was the displaying of the cow bone and the thirty nine gold Staters, 

a beautiful sight they made.  I was ‘volunteered’ to sell some postcards of the 
hoard that had been printed that day, so I sat at a table at the exit to the 

marquee selling these postcards when one buyer asked if I would sign it!  I 
jokingly replied that would cost extra and he gladly paid up!  From then on 

every card buyer wanted it signed so there I was signing autographs in the 
middle of a campsite and I thought that this week couldn’t get any more  

surreal.  We made over fifty pounds in fifteen minutes, not a bad way to raise 
much needed funds as SHARP is a registered charity and is totally self-funded. 

 
Work continued on the area around the pit the next day and after three and 

half days work we could finally start on excavating out the pit.  This was made 
more difficult than it should have been as the roots left from a tree stump  

removed earlier in the excavation got in the way of easy trowelling.  The tree 

had been planted on top of the hoard site early in the twentieth century.   It 
soon became apparent that a small Anglo Saxon ditch had disturbed the bone, 

probably breaking it. The spoil from the ditch had been scattered along with 
nineteen of the coins!  It was discovered that a cows scapula (shoulder blade) 

appeared to be pointing towards where the cow bone was buried, this could, 
however, have just been coincidence.   After the pit was excavated the team 

were confident that no more coins would be found and a sweep of the  
detector confirmed this  

  
In summary, all coins were the same type, that is Gallo-Belgic E gold Staters 

imported from Gaul, minted by the Ambiani tribe in 60-50 BC.  In my opinion 
as they were all the same they are unlikely to be family heirlooms built up 

over time, but more likely a one off payment or gift.  As Gallic wars were  
being fought at around this time and mercenaries were employed to help fight 

the Romans, the romantic view is that this may have been connected to this 

practice.  In reality we will probably never know.  The total added up to thirty 
nine Staters, twenty in the bone, eleven found loose and eight found individu-

ally in past years.  It is possible that more were found by the Saxons when 
the ditch was dug, if they did I wonder what they made of them?   

 
The bone was identified by the animal bone specialists on site to be a juvenile 

cow’s right humerus (lower end of the upper front right leg bone).  It was 
placed in a small pit containing other cow bones (not leg bones).  Theories 

about why it was buried there were broadly split into two camps, the ritual 
theory or the camouflage theory.  I belong to the latter, a crafty way to hide 

your loot - and it worked for two thousand years!  The fact that the hoard was 
found at all is purely down to the excavations on the cemetery because the 

actual depth from the modern ground level was in the region of four feet, the 
site is at the bottom of a slope so has accumulated a fair amount of hill wash.   

 

(Continued from page 17) 

(Continued on page 19) 
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That it was found with all the archaeological disciplines on site, and I include 

the use of metal detectors as a skill within them, and the fact that the hoard 
was buried hidden within an animal bone, makes this find truly unique.  The 

way people involved recorded every detail within their specialities to be put 
towards an overall picture was a privilege to witness and I was, as an  

amateur, not made to feel an outsider, in fact the opposite was true.  The 
greatest honour was being given the opportunity to excavate the contents of 

the bone, no greater trust could have been shown. 
 

  

 
The hoard has been purchased by King’s Lynn museum (only half the value 

needed to be raised for the landowner’s share, the project waived their half) 
and is on display there, complete with an audio recording of me talking about 

how it was found, but don’t let that put you off!!    

(Continued from page 18) 

(Continued on page 20) 

The entire hoard shown three days after discovery. 
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If you ever find yourself in King’s Lynn I can highly recommend visiting their 

museum which is sited next to the new bus station and is free to enter during 
the late autumn to early spring months or a small fee the rest of the year.  A 

book titled ‘The Sedgeford Hoard’ has also been published by Tempus which 

shows in greater detail all that happened on that day and afterwards.   
PAS record https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/509995  

(Continued from page 19) 

The entire hoard shown three days after discovery. 

 

 

Photo on left is of the horse 

burial mentioned in the text.  

See Here 

 

 

Article © Kev Woodward 2018 

https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/509995
https://www.sharp.org.uk/blog-2/animal-mineral-or-vegetable-or-sorting-the-sheep-from-the-goats
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UKDN FUN DSLR - Camera 
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITIONS 

Winner - Jimmytheferret 
Wartime re-enactor at Tutbury Castle 

1940s weekend. Nikon D300S with  

Nikon 70-200 F2.8 
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UKDN FUN DSLR - Camera 
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 

Back to Index Page 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITIONS 

Runner-up—Restyler  
No Ball Tampering 

Bit of a fun photoshoot, after trawling through the charity 

shops for unusual props 

Canon 80D /24-105mm 
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UKDN FUN PP & P - Camera 
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 

Back to Index Page 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITIONS 

Winner — Dig-It-Pete 
Beware of the Lurcher or Green Woodpecker 

in this case. Image taken at full zoom 

through kitchen window with a Panasonic 

FZ200 



 

UKDN WORD                                              Page 24 Back to Index Page 



 

UKDN WORD                                              Page 25 

ARCHAEOLOGY-TYPE 

FINDS BAGS 
EXCELLENT 

Link to UKDN Shop 

Back to Index Page 

with no rip-off fees for postage. For more info and to or-

der go to the UKDN Shop via the link on the  below. 

 

100 small bags - £2.90 INC. postage 

500 small bags - £9.20 inc. postage 
1000 small bags - £13.99 inc. postage 

 

100 medium bags - £3.20 inc. postage 

500 medium bags - £9.90 inc. postage 

1000 medium bags - £15.50 inc. postage 

 

100 large bags - £4.99 inc. postage 

500 large bags - £14.50 inc. postage 

1000 large bags - £23.00 inc. postage  

Made of strong, durable 200 gauge 

polythene with grip-seal openings 

and with three write-on panels.  

 

Supplied in a three useful sizes to 
suit all occasions i.e. 1.5” x 2.5 inch 

for coins and very small finds, 2.5” x 

3 inch for larger coins and  artefacts 

and 4” x 5.5 inch for the larger finds. 

 

Sold in batches of multiples of 100 

e.g. 300 or 600 or just 100, 500 and 

1,000. 

 

All sold at very competitive prices 

http://ukdetectornet.co.uk/shop.html
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News and Views 

from June 2018 

Back to Index Page 

Idiots Destroy 32 Million years of History 

Vintage coin about to be binned worth £100,000 

Detectorist finds 4000 yr old gold in Yorkshire 

WWII Soldier's Knife Returned to Family 

Roman or Saxon' road perfectly preserved 

Ötzi the iceman 

Roman well in Cambridgeshire 

Nighthawkers target Hadrian's Wall 

Nighthawkers Steal Roman Skull From Dig Site 

Magnet fishers fall in and drown in canal 

Gold hoard found in French house cellar 

Mindless youths smash iconic rock 

Gran finds a rawlins crown in the loft rubbish 

Buckle ID - A Guide from PAS 

http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=143662
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=143661
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=143660
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=143658
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=143639
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=143640
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=143641
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=143636
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=143635
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=143625
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=143623
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=143618
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=143610
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=143591
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10 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH 
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Crime in your area 

click on Crime Map 

http://worcestershireruralwatch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/OP-Chronos-A-Landowners-Guide.pdf
http://worcestershireruralwatch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/OP-Chronos-A-Landowners-Guide.pdf
http://worcestershireruralwatch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/OP-Chronos-A-Landowners-Guide.pdf
http://worcestershireruralwatch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/OP-Chronos-A-Landowners-Guide.pdf
https://www.police.uk/
https://www.police.uk/
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LATEST FARM NEWS FEATURE 

SPRING WATC 

LATEST FARM NEWS FEATURE 

SPRINGWATCH 

   

Back to Index Page 

http://www.countryfile.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006t0bv
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007qgm3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007qgm3
http://www.fginsight.com/?Topics=arable
http://www.fginsight.com/?Topics=arable
https://www.fginsight.com/news?Topics=arable
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Detectorists are seen by the public as portrayed in the media, dare I say as 

the good, the bad and the ugly, ie; 
 

- Those who are recovering our history for the benefit of future generations by 
following the code of practice for responsible metal detecting in England and 

Wales agreed by all parties including the NCMD, the NFU and English       
Heritage, by helping in the community and recording their finds.  

And by reporting all finds as Treasure Trove in Scotland. 
 

- Those who are depriving future generations of our history by not following 

the code of practice and not recording their finds even though recording is 
mandatory in the countryside stewardship landowners agreement. 
 

- Those who are thieves who use detectors to steal from farmland and  
Scheduled monuments. 
 

This new section of the magazine is to promote good practice and is dedicated 

to the ambassadors of the hobby of whom we are so proud. Their deeds have 

Back to Index Page 

Metal 

Detecting 

CODE OF PRACTICE FOR RESPONSIBLE METAL DETECTING UPDATED  

Finds Recording Guides 

http://www.ncmd.co.uk/docs/CofP1.pdf
http://www.ncmd.co.uk/docs/CofP1.pdf
http://www.treasuretrovescotland.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480441/cs-manual-1-january-2016-version.pdf#page=87
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/480441/cs-manual-1-january-2016-version.pdf#page=87
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EyoXb4DtHA
http://www.theposthole.org/read/article/77
https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/570008
http://mdgear.com/history/
http://mdgear.com/history/
https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/codeofpractice
https://finds.org.uk/counties/findsrecordingguides/
https://finds.org.uk/counties/findsrecordingguides/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bN3ovn5wEew&feature=youtu.be
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Community Archaeology Volunteers on Uk Detector Net 
Click on the names for more information 

We are also willing to assist in the      

community in the recovery of lost 
jewellery & farming equipment. 

Tomredmayne 

Kev Woodward 

PhilD, Tracker 

Metal Mark, Rulin 

Puffin, The barnacle 

Flipperjane 

Goldendoe 

Sweatysock 

Mrtwo 

Historyman, Plodite, Lavalamp90, Hectorsfarm_ 

Pete, Nick, Karv, Scratch 

Yeti 

Urban1, Evo 

Naff, Baza, John Wright 

Baza 

Drmac, Jimbo 

Georgian Tim   

Gray, Sic odiggin, Firthy 

Old Git John 

Jpd1903, Coldstream-2 

Jpd1903, Adrian, G Tunnell, Lee 

Broyty 

Mooseas, Leethedig Lee 

Mooseas, Compo48 

Leethedig 

Jif 

Morayhunter 

Davieb1974 

Coreservers 

Raymo 

Naff-all, Brian & Mo’ 

Guildy 
Jpd1903, Lee 

Jcmaloney,Drmac 

Nick 

Wet feet again 

 

Munkiezuncle 

 

      Monkspath Dave 

Compo48 

Jellytussle 

Casa-Dos 

Beaumont 

BY 

Nickb 

Rulin 

Tinnersdad 

SteveE 

Dig-it-pete 

Lee 

http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881811#p881811
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881983#p881983
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881804#p881804
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=882543#p882543
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881925#p881925
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?p=1240339#p1240339
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881919#p881919
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=882465#p882465
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881963#p881963
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881808#p881808
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881877#p881877
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881814#p881814
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881930#p881930
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=882123#p882123
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=882085#p882085
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1201462#p1201462
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881911#p881911
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881835#p881835
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881964#p881964
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881973#p881973
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881962#p881962
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=882119#p882119
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1187071#p1187071
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881953#p881953
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=882376#p882376
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881986#p881986
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=882376#p882376
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1188052#p1188052
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881961#p881961
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881959#p881959
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1187809#p1187809
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881922#p881922
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1187025#p1187025
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881900#p881900
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1187130#p1187130
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881830#p881830
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1187130#p1187130
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881928#p881928
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1192560#p1192560
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1262892#p1262892
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=882453#p882453
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=882398#p882398
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=882062#p882062
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=882062#p882062
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=882398#p882398
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1201769#p1201769
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=882062#p882062
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881905#p881905
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881871#p881871
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881829#p881829
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881826#p881826
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881860#p881860
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881953#p881953
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1187062#p1187062
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=882122#p882122
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1187130#p1187130
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?p=1262892#p1262892
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1187984#p1187984
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1188052#p1188052
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1187995#p1187995
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1188064#p1188064
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=881828#p881828
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1198660#p1198660
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1201769#p1201769
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1202144#p1202144
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1205298#p1205298
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?p=1228028#p1228028
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?p=1228032#p1228032
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?p=1228213#p1228213
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?p=1240339#p1240339
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1262887#p1262887
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1262904#p1262904
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?p=1262889#p1262889
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?p=1262892#p1262892
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Ways we can help the PAS 
 

PAS funding has been reduced leading to fewer FLO's and so the PAS is     
looking for better ways to manage their work load as they are working at full 

capacity; 
https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/pressures 
  

They are taking on volunteer recorders; 

https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/volunteering/role/id/12 
  

And are promoting self recording; 

https://finds.org.uk/counties/leicestershire/tag/british-museum/ 
  

I would welcome any suggestions on how we can help PAS and the hobby get 

through this period of austerity. 
  

My thoughts are that we can all help by having information available when  
recording, the more help we can give the PAS the better I.e. By; 
  

1. Have a National Grid Reference of your find spot ready when you see the 
FLO, this saves getting a map out and finding the NGR. If you can give a 10 

figure reference using a GPS it would be much appreciated;  
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1/276-8734508-8923167?

url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=garmin+etrex&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%
3Agarmin+etrex 
  

Or download the Grid Reference App to your Android phone (set it for 10 
figs); https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.blerg&hl=en_GB 
  

Or use the Grid Reference Finder website;  
http://www.gridreferencefinder.com/ 
  

2. If you can fill in the details of your find on a ''Finds recording sheet''         

in advance this will save precious PAS time. Basic info; http://
atoz.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/PAS%20find%20recording%20labels.doc 
  

More info; http://atoz.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/PAS%20finds%
20recording%20sheet.pdf 
  

3. Better still if you are willing to purchase a set of jewelers scales; 
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_4_8?url=search-alias%

3Daps&field-keywords=jewelers+scales&sprefix=jewelers%2Caps%
2C188&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Ajewelers+scales 
  

And a digital caliper;  
h t t p : / / w w w . a m a z o n . c o . u k / s / ?

i e = U T F 8 & k e y w o r d s = c a l i p e r + m e a s u r e & t a g = g o o g h y d r -
21&index=aps&hvadid=48450325458&hvpos=1t1&hvexid=&hvnetw=g&hvran

d=5959077009827215455&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=b&hvdev=c&ref=pd_
sl_9rw416xiuq_b 
  

The weights and dimensions of the finds would be much appreciated saving 

even more time. 

https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/pressures
https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/volunteering/role/id/12
https://finds.org.uk/counties/leicestershire/tag/british-museum/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1/276-8734508-8923167?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=garmin+etrex&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Agarmin+etrex
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1/276-8734508-8923167?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=garmin+etrex&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Agarmin+etrex
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1/276-8734508-8923167?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=garmin+etrex&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Agarmin+etrex
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.blerg&hl=en_GB
http://www.gridreferencefinder.com/
http://atoz.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/PAS%20find%20recording%20labels.doc
http://atoz.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/PAS%20find%20recording%20labels.doc
http://atoz.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/PAS%20finds%20recording%20sheet.pdf
http://atoz.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/PAS%20finds%20recording%20sheet.pdf
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_4_8?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=jewelers+scales&sprefix=jewelers%2Caps%2C188&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Ajewelers+scales
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_4_8?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=jewelers+scales&sprefix=jewelers%2Caps%2C188&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Ajewelers+scales
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_4_8?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=jewelers+scales&sprefix=jewelers%2Caps%2C188&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Ajewelers+scales
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/?ie=UTF8&keywords=caliper+measure&tag=googhydr-21&index=aps&hvadid=48450325458&hvpos=1t1&hvexid=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5959077009827215455&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=b&hvdev=c&ref=pd_sl_9rw416xiuq_b
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/?ie=UTF8&keywords=caliper+measure&tag=googhydr-21&index=aps&hvadid=48450325458&hvpos=1t1&hvexid=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5959077009827215455&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=b&hvdev=c&ref=pd_sl_9rw416xiuq_b
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/?ie=UTF8&keywords=caliper+measure&tag=googhydr-21&index=aps&hvadid=48450325458&hvpos=1t1&hvexid=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5959077009827215455&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=b&hvdev=c&ref=pd_sl_9rw416xiuq_b
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/?ie=UTF8&keywords=caliper+measure&tag=googhydr-21&index=aps&hvadid=48450325458&hvpos=1t1&hvexid=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5959077009827215455&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=b&hvdev=c&ref=pd_sl_9rw416xiuq_b
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/?ie=UTF8&keywords=caliper+measure&tag=googhydr-21&index=aps&hvadid=48450325458&hvpos=1t1&hvexid=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5959077009827215455&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=b&hvdev=c&ref=pd_sl_9rw416xiuq_b
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4. Or you can go the whole hog and self record, this requires you to under-

take an initial meeting with your FLO to assess your level of ability and then 
up to 5 training sessions with PAS to ensure you are competent to do this as 

you would need to take quality images of the finds and ID them accurately as 
per others on the PAS database and enter them correctly, although not all 

sessions are necessary if you can demonstrate that you are able to self record 
to the PAS standard. Your FLO is only an email or phone call away to help and 

guide you if you are unsure of a particular aspect of self recording. 
Volunteers guide to recording objects; 

https://finds.org.uk/volunteerrecording 
 

Flow of objects; 

https://finds.org.uk/documents/guide.pdf#page=7 
  

Please feel free to share this information to assist the PAS and strengthen our 
hobby. 
 

Flickr link for PAS images; 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/finds/albums 
 

Local Heroes theme song; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5maW-BTJ2LE 
 

Find my FLO 

http://rjw57.github.io/findmyflo/ 

Register 

Search the database 

https://finds.org.uk/volunteerrecording
https://finds.org.uk/documents/guide.pdf#page=7
https://www.flickr.com/photos/finds/albums
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5maW-BTJ2LE
http://rjw57.github.io/findmyflo/
https://finds.org.uk/
https://finds.org.uk/users/account/register
https://finds.org.uk/database/search
https://finds.org.uk/
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PAS Upcoming Events 
Click on text 

Register 

Database search 

Upcoming events 

Contact a FLO 

Treasure Act 

Conservation 

PAS on Flickr 

Free app 

 

Click here to make a cash donation to PAS, to pay for packing & storing finds.  
For conservation & excavation of significant finds & to top up travel budgets. 

http://finds.org.uk/users/account/register
https://finds.org.uk/news/events/upcoming
http://finds.org.uk/database/search
https://finds.org.uk/news/events/upcoming
http://finds.org.uk/contacts
http://finds.org.uk/treasure
http://finds.org.uk/conservation
https://www.flickr.com/photos/finds
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.blerg&hl=en_GB
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.blerg&hl=en_GB
https://www.justgiving.com/finds/
https://www.justgiving.com/finds/
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PAS Geographic News 
Click on map 

Back to Index Page 

 

https://finds.org.uk/news/map
https://finds.org.uk/news/map
https://finds.org.uk/news/map
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The PAS Database is free to view and record and all find spots are recorded for posterity 

PAS on Twitter 

https://finds.org.uk/database
https://twitter.com/findsorguk?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/findsorguk?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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Click on the images for more info 

Insurance 

https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/codeofpractice
http://www.ncmd.co.uk/docs/CofP1.pdf
http://www.atoz.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/UKDN Detecting Guide.pdf
https://finds.org.uk/documents/advice.pdf
https://finds.org.uk/documents/file/conservation.pdf
http://www.ncmd.co.uk/liability insurance.htm
http://www.ncmd.co.uk/liability%20insurance.htm
https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/guidancelandowners
http://new.archaeologyuk.org/best-practice
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx?chosenLayers=siteunitPIndex,siteunitIndex,sssiPIndex,sssiIndex,sssiscoPIndex,sssiscoIndex,moncPIndex,moncIndex,batPIndex,batIndex,esagIndex,backdropDIndex,backdropIndex,europeIndex,vmlIndex,25kIndex,50kIndex,250kInde
http://www.atoz.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/Findspot NGRs.pdf
https://finds.org.uk/documents/guideforresearchers.pdf
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Useful Weblinks 

PAS - getting involved  

PAS - Upcoming Events 

PAS - self recording  

PAS -Recording Timeline 

PAS - Advice for finders of archaeological objects including treasure  

PAS - Conservation advice notes  

PAS - Guidance to landowners, occupiers & tenant farmers in England 

& Wales 

PAS - News from the scheme 

Grid Reference Android Phone App 

Responsible detecting code of practice  

Frome hoard time lapse video of excavation  

Press coverage of the Frome hoard discovery  

Burnham hoard excavation  

Staffordshire hoard excavation  

Staffordshire hoard at the BM  

Definition of Treasure 

To Report Nighthawking - If in progress ring 999, if after the event 

click here & enter post code, the phone number for your local Police 
Station is shown on the bottom right hand side 

Rallies & Events - Searcher Magazine 

Rallies & Events - Treasure Hunting Magazine 

Wheresthepath - For O/S & Aerial Maps & National Grid References 

Uk Grid Reference and Post Code Finder 

Getting involved in archaeology 

http://finds.org.uk/getinvolved
https://finds.org.uk/news/events/upcoming
https://finds.org.uk/counties/blog/tag/finds-research-group/
https://finds.org.uk/volunteerrecording/guide/timeline
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=1&sqi=2&ved=0CBkQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffinds.org.uk%2Fdocuments%2Fadvice.pdf&ei=rgqgTc7xII-WhQeIv6jxBA&usg=AFQjCNH3oGS0y0dWRWR78qiSoi3aonULAQ
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCUQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffinds.org.uk%2Fdocuments%2Ffile%2Fconservation.pdf&ei=IgugTYC5AYOzhAeCwtHwBA&usg=AFQjCNF5Y35PL93cQyNAReojy_cPdD0EOw
http://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/guidancelandowners
http://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/guidancelandowners
http://finds.org.uk/news/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.blerg&hl=en_GB
http://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/codeofpractice
http://historyofancientbritain.blogspot.co.uk/2013/08/hoards-of-ancient-britain.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2043141/The-Frome-Hoard-Largest-single-collection-Roman-coins-display.html
http://www.detecting.org.uk/blog/2010/11/bronze-age-hoard-found-below-plough-soil-in-essex-field/
http://vimeo.com/6737518
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TAF-gAvbs8&feature=related
http://atoz.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/Definition%20of%20Treasure.pdf
http://www.police.uk/
http://www.police.uk/
http://www.police.uk/
http://www.thesearcher.co.uk/events.php
http://www.treasurehunting.co.uk/rallies.html
http://wtp2.appspot.com/wheresthepath.htm
http://www.gridreferencefinder.com/
http://en.calameo.com/read/000121606f95372a10bd6
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New members in June 2018 
 

Brian and Mo and the team would like to thank and extend a warm welcome 
to all the new members listed below who have joined UKDN in the last month. 

Please introduce yourselves so that the members can welcome you aboard 
and make you feel at home. Click here to introduce yourself 

 
If you are not already registered with UKDN you can register by clicking on 

this link and see what you are missing Click here to register 

Back to Index Page 

http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewforum.php?f=25
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/ucp.php?mode=register
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Thank you for joining the UK’s most responsible metal detecting forum. We hope it  

provides you with many hours of enjoyment. This document has been put together to make  

relevant information about all aspects of the hobby readily available to get you started as 

quickly as possible whilst adopting the best metal detecting practices. 
 

UKDN (UK DETECTOR NET) was created on September 28th 2002 to bring together  

responsible metal detectorists everywhere to discuss the hobby, their finds, the machines 

they use and a million and one other detecting related subjects. 
 

We have a membership list of over 8000 users which is growing daily and UKDN is a very 

lively forum which, as it’s founders Brian and Mo. Cross intended, is still FREE to all users. 
 

We run monthly Coin and Find of the Month Competitions which are sponsored by the 

Treasure Hunting magazine whom we thank for their support. We also run regular free 

UKDN lottery competitions with detecting related prizes. 
 

UKDN Aims 
1. To develop a greater understanding of the hobby and some of the wider issues through 

healthy pro active debate within the forum and through the monthly Magazine, WORD 

which is distributed to, and read by, our membership and beyond. WORD Magazine       

includes UKDN based news and articles, as well as wider news, debate, and issues of         

heritage interest. 
 

2. To provide a platform to inform beginners in the hobby of the basic principles in the use 

of a metal detector, gaining permission, site research, basic heritage law, farming scheme 

rules and in ‘best practice’ for conservation, recording and co-operation. 
 

3. To actively promote the ‘Code of Practice for Responsible Metal Detecting’ to all  

members of the UKDN on-line and beyond. 
 

4. To encourage all UKDN detectorists to record their finds with the appropriate  

bodies (depending where they detect); In England and Wales, this is with the Portable  

Antiquities Scheme, in Scotland this is with the Treasure Trove Unit. 
 

5. UKDN will actively work towards ensuring the future security of the hobby. We will    

liaise and co-operate with heritage professionals in a way which is mutually beneficial to all 

parties, whilst maintaining our independence, and we encourage their active participation, 

either in the UKDN on-line community or through our on-line Magazine. 
 

Invite a friend to join UKDN 
If you enjoy your visits to UKDN, please consider forwarding this .PDF to a friend inviting 

him or her to join UKDN, making the forum even bigger and better, by clicking on this 

link;                 

Join UKDN Here 

 

Illegal metal detecting on Scheduled Ancient Monuments, (known as Nighthawking when 

carried out at night), is smearing the image of our hobby. Should you know of this activity 

going on, please report it to the local Police, ring 101 or if in progress ring 999. 

          

Welcome to UKDN 

Your Information Pack 

http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/
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Detector Manuals & Field Tests 
 

 

Bounty Hunter 

C Scope 

Fisher 

Garrett 

Minelab 

Saxon 

Tesoro 

Troy 

Viking 

Whites 

XP 

Field Tests 

Magazines UKDN WORD Magazine 

Searcher 

Treasure Hunting 

Joining a Club List of Clubs 

Insurance 
Highly Recommended, essential for Club members, inexpensive. 

NCMD 

FID 

Detecting Permission must be obtained 
Detecting permission is required for all land, it is generally easiest to get 

on beaches, some areas are owned by the Crown Estates (terms & condi-

tions apply) & some by local Councils who tend to prohibit it, but still try. 
 

Permission on farm land means knocking on farm doors or writing to 

Landowners to ask permission which is best obtained in writing in case of 

any dispute later should something of high value be found. Farmers on 

ELS land who have signed onto the October 2008 agreement might insist 

you strictly follow the Responsible Detecting Code of Practice (see below) 

so they do not compromise the terms of their agreement.  
 

Parks too are generally down to the Local Council who may be worth ask-

ing if you can convince them you will cause the minimum of disturbance to 

the grass, will remove litter, needles, glass etc , leaving it better than it was. 
 

*Detecting is prohibited or special permission must be obtained, these sites 

are generally shown on the Magic Map, ask your FLO or HER (see over). 

Beaches - Crown Estates 

Farm Ownership 

Farm Register 

Farm ELS Rules 

Farm Permission 

Farmer Agreement 
Parks (email Council) 

Public rights of way 

Farm land ELS/HLS Map 

National Trust * 

Nature Reserves * 
SAM’s & SSSI’s England * 

SAM’s Wales * 

SAM’s Scotland * 

Thames foreshore 

Rallies 

Codes of Practice 
Please respect the Countryside Code. The Responsible Detecting Code of 

Practice is regarded best practice by those concerned about our heritage. 

Countryside Code 

Responsible Detecting - 

Code of Practice 

Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) Finds Recording 
The PAS is a voluntary scheme to record archaeological objects found by 

the public in England & Wales. If recorded these finds have the potential 

to tell us much about the past, such as how & where people lived & about 

the types of objects they made & used. A recording accuracy of 6 figs min  

is preferred. Contact your local Finds Liaison Officer to record (see over). 

Treasure our past & record it with PAS 

Recording via GPS 
 

Purchase a GPS 
 

Purchase a cheap basic GPS 
 

Recording via O/S 
 

Bagging, Storing & 

Conserving finds 

 

Detector Manuals 

 

Bounty Hunter 

C Scope 

Fisher 

Garrett 

Minelab 

Tesoro 

Viking 

Whites 

XP 

Makro 

Teknetics 

Magazines UKDN WORD Magazine 

Searcher 

Treasure Hunting 

Joining a Club List of Clubs 

Insurance 
Highly Recommended, essential for Club members, inexpensive. 

NCMD 

FID 

Detecting - Permission must be obtained 
Detecting permission is required for all land, it is generally easiest to get 

on beaches, some areas are owned by the Crown Estate (terms & condi-

tions apply) & some by local Councils who tend to prohibit it, but still try. 
 

Permission on farm land means knocking on farm doors or writing to 

Landowners to ask permission to search the land (best obtained in writing 

in case of any later dispute should something of high value be found). 
 

On Entry Level Stewardship (ELS) land you must strictly follow the      

Responsible Detecting Code of Practice in England & Wales (see below)  

so Landowners do not compromise the terms of their agreement.  
 

Parks too are generally down to the Local Council who may be worth   

asking if you can convince them you will cause the minimum of               

disturbance to the grass, will remove litter, needles, glass etc , leaving it 

better than it was. 
 

*Detecting is prohibited or special permission must be obtained, these sites 

are generally shown on the Magic Map, ask your FLO or HER (see over). 

Beaches - Crown Estate 

Farm Ownership 

Farm Register 

Farm ELS Rules 
Parks (email Council) 

Public rights of way 
 

ELS/HLS Land,  

Battlefields & SAM’s, SSSI’s 

in England Map* 
 

Nature Reserves Map* 
 

SAM’s in Wales Map* 
 

SAM’s in Scotland Map* 
 

Thames foreshore 

Rallies 

Codes of Practice 
Please respect the Countryside Code. The Responsible Detecting Code of 

Practice is regarded best practice by those concerned about our heritage. 

Countryside Code 

Responsible Detecting - 

Code of Practice 

Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) Finds Recording 
The PAS is a voluntary scheme to record archaeological objects found by 

the public in England & Wales. If recorded these finds have the potential 

to tell us much about the past, such as how & where people lived & about 

the types of objects they made & used. A recording accuracy of 6 figs min  

is preferred. Contact your local Finds Liaison Officer to record (see over). 

Treasure our past & record it with PAS 

Recording via GPS 
 

Purchase a GPS 
 

GPS App for Mobile Phones 
 

Recording via O/S 
 

Bagging, Storing & 

Conserving finds 

http://jb-ms.com/Detectors/Manuals/
http://www.cscope.co.uk/metdet/manuals.htm
http://jb-ms.com/Detectors/Manuals/
http://jb-ms.com/Detectors/Manuals/
http://jb-ms.com/Detectors/Manuals/
http://www.easytreasure.co.uk/
http://jb-ms.com/Detectors/Manuals/
http://jb-ms.com/Detectors/Manuals/
http://www.metaldetectors.co.uk/home.php
http://jb-ms.com/Detectors/Manuals/
http://jb-ms.com/Detectors/Manuals/
http://www.treasurehunting.co.uk/field_tests.html
http://www.calameo.com/subscriptions/123587
http://www.thesearcher.co.uk/
http://www.treasurehunting.co.uk/
http://www.ukdetectornet.co.uk/clubs.html
http://www.ncmd.co.uk/
http://fid.newbury.net/
http://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/metal-detecting
http://www.yell.com/ucs/HomePageAction.do
http://www.landregisteronline.gov.uk/
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/2798159
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=66602
http://www.treasurehunting.co.uk/downloads/LANDOWNER.pdf
http://local.direct.gov.uk/LDGRedirect/index.jsp?LGSL=461&LGIL=8&ServiceName=Find%20out%20about%20local%20parks
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/info/britain/footpathlaw.html
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/website/magic/viewer.htm?startTopic=magicall&box=-100000:0:800000:700000&chosenLayers=esagIndex
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/md_policy-2.doc
http://www.natureonthemap.org.uk/map.aspx?map=nreserves
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/website/magic/viewer.htm?startTopic=magicall&box=-100000:0:800000:700000&chosenLayers=moncIndex%2CsiteunitIndex
http://jura.rcahms.gov.uk/NMW/start.jsp
http://jura.rcahms.gov.uk/NMW/Map
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CBYQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncmd.co.uk%2Fdocs%2Fpla%2520permit.pdf&ei=PnM9Tc-SM4fJhAeLs4HVCg&usg=AFQjCNEsUML70DP0lybifep8butrHq72JQ
http://www.britarch.ac.uk/news/091901-guidancenote
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/countrysidecode/countrysideaccess/default.aspx
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B1zHuVdu5LYnZmQ5ZjczY2ItNTQ3Ny00Zjk0LWI2MzUtODY0YmMyZTlhOWJk&hl=en
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B1zHuVdu5LYnZmQ5ZjczY2ItNTQ3Ny00Zjk0LWI2MzUtODY0YmMyZTlhOWJk&hl=en
http://www.finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/gps
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Garmin-eTrex-Handheld-GPS-Navigator/dp/B000PDV0CE
http://www.maplin.co.uk/search?sort=%3DMaplinProduct.price%7C0&text=Outdoor+GPS&show=Page
http://www.finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/ngr
http://www.finds.org.uk/conservation
http://www.finds.org.uk/conservation
https://www.metaldetector.com/learn/instruction-manuals
https://www.csmetaldetectors.com/product-support
https://www.metaldetector.com/learn/instruction-manuals
https://www.metaldetector.com/learn/instruction-manuals
https://www.minelab.com/knowledge-base/product-manuals
https://www.metaldetector.com/learn/instruction-manuals
https://www.manualslib.com/brand/viking/metal-detector.html
https://www.metaldetector.com/learn/instruction-manuals
https://www.metaldetector.com/learn/instruction-manuals
https://www.metaldetector.com/learn/instruction-manuals
https://www.metaldetector.com/learn/instruction-manuals
http://www.calameo.com/subscriptions/123587
http://www.thesearcher.co.uk/
http://www.treasurehunting.co.uk/
http://www.ukdetectornet.co.uk/clubs.html
http://www.ncmd.co.uk/
http://www.fid.org.uk/
http://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/coastal/metal-detecting/
http://www.yell.com/ucs/HomePageAction.do
http://www.landregistry.gov.UK/
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/2798159
http://local.direct.gov.uk/LDGRedirect/index.jsp?LGSL=461&LGIL=8&ServiceName=Find%20out%20about%20local%20parks
http://www.environmentlaw.org.UK/rte.asp?id=207
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx?chosenLayers=siteunitPIndex,siteunitIndex,sssiPIndex,sssiIndex,sssiscoPIndex,sssiscoIndex,moncPIndex,moncIndex,batPIndex,batIndex,esagIndex,backdropDIndex,backdropIndex,europeIndex,vmlIndex,25kIndex,50kIndex,250kInde
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx?chosenLayers=siteunitPIndex,siteunitIndex,sssiPIndex,sssiIndex,sssiscoPIndex,sssiscoIndex,moncPIndex,moncIndex,batPIndex,batIndex,esagIndex,backdropDIndex,backdropIndex,europeIndex,vmlIndex,25kIndex,50kIndex,250kInde
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx?chosenLayers=siteunitPIndex,siteunitIndex,sssiPIndex,sssiIndex,sssiscoPIndex,sssiscoIndex,moncPIndex,moncIndex,batPIndex,batIndex,esagIndex,backdropDIndex,backdropIndex,europeIndex,vmlIndex,25kIndex,50kIndex,250kInde
http://www.natureonthemap.naturalengland.org.uk/MagicMap.aspx?chosenLayers=lnrPIndex,lnrIndex,nnrPIndex,nnrIndex,nnrscoPIndex,nnrscoIndex,nnrwalPIndex,nnrwalIndex,batPIndex,batIndex,backdropDIndex,backdropIndex,europeIndex,vmlBWIndex,25kBWIndex,50kBWIndex,
http://cadw.gov.wales/historicenvironment/recordsv1/cof-cymru/?lang=en
HTTPS://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&sqi=2&ved=0CCwQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpastmap.org.uk%2F&ei=naZ0U4W0CvCV7AbQ-ICoDA&usg=AFQjCNFZdGuCr5X6jzfx2MWYa_BfxYBsfA&bvm=bv.66699033,d.ZWU
http://www.pla.co.UK/Environment/Metal-Detecting-and-Digging-on-the-Thames-Foreshore
http://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/rallycode
http://www.naturalengland.org.UK/ourwork/enjoying/countrysidecode/default.aspx
https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/codeofpractice
https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/codeofpractice
http://www.finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/gps
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Garmin-eTrex-Handheld-GPS-Navigator/dp/B000PDV0CE
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.blerg&hl=en_GB
http://www.finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/ngr
https://finds.org.uk/conservation/index
https://finds.org.uk/conservation/index
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PAS or HER Finds Recording 
Essential if you don’t want to leave holes in the archaeological record. 

To record a find with PAS, contact your Finds Liaison Officer (FLO), who 

can generally be found at your local Museum (see contact list) . FLO’s visit 

metal detecting clubs too which is a good reason to become a club member. 

 

PAS - Get Involved 
 

PAS Contact List 
 

Regional Map 
 

Advice for finders 

PAS Database 
The database contains over 400,000 objects recorded since the creation of 

PAS in 1997, the vast majority recorded by metal detectorists.  

Search Database 

Search Images 

 

Historic Environment Records (HER) 
You can also record your finds with your county Historic Environmental 

Records (HER). They also have archaeological records for your area in-

cluding Tithe Maps & details of Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAM’s).  

Contact Details 

 

Get involved in                 

archaeology 

Coin Identification 
There are lots of internet sites that are useful for identifying coins, here 

are just a small selection. 

Milled 

Hammered 

Roman 

Roman Modern 

Celtic 

Maps 
Essential for recording & plotting your find spots & researching you sites. 

The Google Earth with combined O/S map can give you a 10 figure NGR 

(National Grid Reference). With the Google Earth Version 5.0 you can 

download your find spots & routes taken with a Global Positioning System 

(GPS). Magic Map can show no go areas such as SAM’s & SSSI’s & show 

ELS agreement land.British History & Vision of Britain are historic maps. 

Google Earth & OS 10fig NGR 

Google Earth Pro 

Google Earth Fly To 

Bing Map 

Magic Map 

ELS/HLS Land & SAM’S 

British History 

Vision of Britain 

 

Treasure Act & Treasure Trove 
Care should be taken excavating treasure & consideration given to it being 

removed by archaeologists so it’s provenance can be properly recorded.  

Do not clean the find, as this could affect the conservation & therefore the 

valuation. It must be reported within 14 days, take plenty of photo’s & get 

an independent valuation before handing in if possible. 

 

 

 

Treasure Act England &Wales  

 

Treasure Trove in Scotland 

Treasure Definition See page 8 for definition 
 

 

Treasure Reports 2000/1           2001/3             2003/4 
 

2004/5           2005/6              

Treasure Valuation Committee (TVC) 
The TVC has regular meetings to value treasure items found, based upon 

past valuations & latest commercial information. Their findings can be  

contested, by submitting your own valuation. 

 

 

Valuation Info see page 36 

UK DETECTOR NET Useful Links 
 

UKDN Magazines 
 

UKDN Beginners Section 
 

UKDN Glossary 

http://www.finds.org.uk/getinvolved
http://www.finds.org.uk/contacts
http://www.finds.org.uk/contacts/staff/map
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B1zHuVdu5LYnYTVlYTM4NzMtOTk1ZC00MjgzLTljMjgtMDk1NThjZmYzOGFk&hl=en
http://www.finds.org.uk/database
http://www.finds.org.uk/database/images
http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/CHR/
http://en.calameo.com/read/000121606f95372a10bd6
http://en.calameo.com/read/000121606f95372a10bd6
http://www.coins-of-the-uk.co.uk/coins.html#size
http://www.englishhammered.com/
http://dirtyoldcoins.com/research/
http://www.tesorillo.com/aes/home.htm
http://www.writer2001.com/cciwriter2001/
http://wtp2.appspot.com/wheresthepath.htm
https://www.google.co.uk/earth/download/gep/agree.html
http://www.nearby.org.uk/flyto.php
http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/#zoom=16&lat=53.9591&lon=-1.0815&layers=6&b=1
http://www.magic.gov.uk/
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx?layers=LandBasedSchemes,1,2,3,4,5:Designations,2,3,5,6,7,9,10,12,13,15,16,17,18,30,31,33,34,36,37,39,40,42,43,45,46,48,49,51,52,54,55,57,58,71,72,74,75&box=636688:305357:663422:318967
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/map.aspx
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/
http://www.finds.org.uk/documents/treasure_act.pdf
http://www.treasuretrovescotland.co.uk/
http://www.finds.org.uk/documents/treasure_act.pdf
http://www.finds.org.uk/documents/annual4.pdf
http://www.finds.org.uk/documents/Resource_December_2003.pdf
http://www.finds.org.uk/documents/PAS_2003_04.pdf
http://www.finds.org.uk/documents/PAS_2004_05.pdf
http://www.finds.org.uk/documents/report06.pdf
http://www.finds.org.uk/documents/treasure_act.pdf
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewforum.php?f=166
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewforum.php?f=24
http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?f=24&t=66584&start=0&hilit=glossary
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Landowner & Detectorist Search Agreement 
I am seeking permission to search your land in  compliance with the terms &  

conditions of your Environmental Stewardship SchemeEnvironmental Stewardship SchemeEnvironmental Stewardship Scheme, The Code of The Code of The Code of 
Practice for Responsible Metal DetectingPractice for Responsible Metal DetectingPractice for Responsible Metal Detecting & Guidance for Land       Guidance for Land       Guidance for Land       
Owners, Occupiers & Tenant Farmers in England & Wales  Owners, Occupiers & Tenant Farmers in England & Wales  Owners, Occupiers & Tenant Farmers in England & Wales  agreed with 

 

Finds may fall into several categories 
 

Rubbish 
Most farmland is contaminated with lead and iron 

rubbish, some of which can damage farm equipment. 
This will be removed and the location of any large  

underground metalwork pointed out to you. 

Portable Antiquities 

Finds over 300 years old that are not TreasureTreasureTreasure will 
be recovered in a proper manner and reported to the 
Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS)Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS)Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) for recording 
on the National DatabaseNational DatabaseNational Database along with their find 

spots in accordance with the agreed code of    agreed code of    agreed code of    
practicepracticepractice. Finds of significant value (£       agreed 

with your self) can be sold and the proceeds shared 
50/50 should you wish [ ]. Finds of lesser value I the 

finder shall own and conserveconserveconserve  [   ]. 

You will be kept informed of ALL finds made on your land 

by means of photographs via regular emails and details 
of all finds recorded by the PAS. 

When all detecting is completed you will receive a mem-
ory stick containing records in chronological order of all 

 

Agreed by the Landowner ………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Agreed by the Detectorist ………………………………………………………………………………….. 
  

Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Treasure 

Finds will be recovered in a proper manner. 
All finds of potential treasure are the property of the 

Crown and must be reported to the Coroner within 
14 days of discovery. 
 

The Coroner will decide whether the finds fall within 

the definition of Treasure as contained in the   
Treasure Act 1996.Treasure Act 1996.Treasure Act 1996. 

It will then be for the Treasure Valuation       Treasure Valuation       Treasure Valuation       
CommitteeCommitteeCommittee to assess it’s potential value and the 

disbursement of any reward. 
 

If no museum has expressed an interest, the find 

https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/codeofpractice
https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/codeofpractice
http://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/guidancelandowners
http://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/guidancelandowners
http://finds.org.uk/documents/advice.pdf
https://finds.org.uk/documents/treasure_act.pdf
http://finds.org.uk/documents/treasure_act.pdf
http://finds.org.uk/
http://finds.org.uk/database
https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/codeofpractice
https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/codeofpractice
https://finds.org.uk/conservation/index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vale_of_York_Hoard
http://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/177661
https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/435705
https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/435053
http://finds.org.uk/documents/treasure_act.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treasure_Valuation_Committee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treasure_Valuation_Committee
https://www.yorkmuseumstrust.org.uk/collections/search/item/?id=15968&search_query=bGltaXQ9MTYmVlYlNUIwJTVEPSZGTj0lMkEmR2c9QW5nbG8tU2NhbmRpbmF2aWFuJnBhZ2U9NDY%3D
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Finds Liaison Officers (FLOs) and their work 

The Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) has been extremely successful, thanks to the contribu-

tion of the many metal-detector users and other finders who have volunteered archaeological 

finds for recording. However, most FLOs are now working at capacity, and therefore unable to 

record all finds offered for recording. In some areas volunteers and self-recorders are invalu-

able, but it is nonetheless necessary for FLOs (Finds Liaison Officers) to develop strategies to 

decide what to record and meet finder's expectations. 

The aim of this note is to summarise the guidance offered to FLOs by the PAS Central Unit 

(British Museum) on how to work under these pressures. 

General 

 FLO areas are diverse in their geography, the number of finders and the number of metal-

detecting clubs etc, and therefore the PAS needs to adapt to differing local circumstances. 

 All FLOs share a job description which is the basis of the funding agreement between the 

British Museum (which manages the PAS) and the host partners (which employ FLOs). 

 Although FLOs work flexible hours they should only work their contracted hours. Therefore 

they need to balance their time in and out of the office (in order to dedicate enough time to 

recording finds) by restricting non-office based activities, such as visits to metal-detecting 

club, finds days etc. 

 FLOs receive guidance on PAS policy from the PAS Central Unit via national and regional 

meetings, and by email. FLOs will normally refer to staff at the Central Unit for guidance on 

issues such as Stewardship Schemes, nighthawking etc. 

 Most FLOs welcome volunteers or self-recorders, but due to practical issues can only take on 

a certain number at any time. They also must work within the rules set by their local host 

partners. 

 FLOs attend training offered by the British Museum and the PAS Finds Advisers. However, 

they will refer to other experts about finds offered for recording as neces-

sary. Unfortunately PAS staff cannot invest time investigating objects that are    

unlikely to be recorded. 
Any misuse of social media or any other complaints should be reported 

to info@finds.org.uk or PAS, Department of Britain, Europe and Prehistory, British  
Museum, London, WC1B 3DG. Tel: 0207 323 8611/8618. 

Finds Recording 

 The core role of an FLO is to record archaeological finds to further our understanding of the 

archaeology of England and Wales. Outreach by FLOs is (normally) only undertaken to en-

courage the further reporting of finds (see above). 

 FLOs record on average at least 1000 records a year and these take time to produce. They 

include a description of the find, find spot details, weight and dimensions, and a photograph 

or photographs. The PAS ID for the find allows finders to see it on-line and download a re-

port should they wish to have one. 

 FLOs will limit the number of finds they take in for recording, and this might vary 

from FLO area to FLO area. It is sensible for the FLO and finder to agree a time frame within 

which finds should be returned. FLOs will usually record finds on a first come first served 

basis, in order to be fair; occasionally there may be finds that require urgent attention that 

need to be prioritised. 
Because many FLOs are working at capacity they need to be selective in what they record. It is 

at their discretion whether or not they record a particular find, based on local knowledge and 

Back to Index Page 

mailto:info@finds.org.uk
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PAS Prioritising Recording Guidance 

This guidance note is designed to help FLOs prioritise the recording of finds that advance  

archaeological knowledge. 

General Advice 

 It is strongly recommended that FLOs make full use of volunteers and self-recorders. 

 Finders should be encouraged to show you all of their finds so that you, not the finder, 

can exercise discretion whether or not to record a particular find. 

 Refer to the PAS guides (e.g. Lithics Recording Protocol) for specific advice. 

 Familiarise yourself with the regional and national Research Agendas for your area. 

 Keep up to speed with current research projects that use PAS data, especially the sorts 

of questions researchers are asking of it. 

 Develop strong links with your local HER and your local network of heritage professionals, 

and make use of the Heritage Gateway; these sources of advice may prove important in 

terms of knowing whether a find or assemblage is important. 

 It is good practice to make a note any local recording biases (e.g. only recording crotal 

bells that have interesting marks, or buttons associated with local militia). 

The final decision to record a find will be based on your local knowl-

edge and experience, supplemented (where necessary) by the advice 
of colleagues. If in doubt, ask. 

Recording Priorities 

 Priority will be given to finds with good findspots; at least a 6-figure NGR, though ideally 

greater using GPS. Exceptions may be made in certain circumstances. 

 FLOs will selectively record post-medieval objects and coins (i.e. those dating to after 

1540). Exceptions can be made for items of social or historical interest. 

 Priority will be given to Treasure finds in view of the time constraints stipulated by the 

Act. 

 Priority will be given to new assemblages, such as those which indicate previously un-

known sites, and finds which advance knowledge of known 'sites' or landscapes. 
Priority will be given to finds that hold greater potential for advancing knowledge of mate-
rial culture (e.g. typology, dating, distribution etc.). 

Priority Checklist (the more ticks an object has the more likely its   
importance) 

 Does this find have at least a 6-figure NGR? 

 Is it of national, regional or local importance? 

 Does it help identify an area of archaeological potential? 

 Does it shed new light on a previously known site? 

 Is it an object type that is being researched, or has research potential? 

 Is it potential Treasure? 

Is it likely to advance knowledge of material culture (such as          
typology)? 

Advice to finders 

Back to Index Page 
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A cool way to record your find 
spot National Grid Refs 

 

Download and install ‘Grid         
Reference’ app, a free mobile 
phone app which can give a 10  
figure NGR if you have a Google 
account; 
 

 
https://play.google.com/store/
a p p s / d e t a i l s ?
id=net.blerg&hl=en_GB 
 

 
On the find spot, photo or video 
your find with your mobile phone 

and then run the app; 
 

 
Select 10 figure recording for   
maximum accuracy 
 
Wait until the maximum number of 
satellites are acquired for high    
accuracy 
 
Click on the big letter M at the top 
of the screen - this lets Google email 
the grid reference to anyone you 
want to 
 
Select your email address 

 
Cllick on the paperclip at the top of 
the screen 
 
Attach the photo of the find 
 
Click on the red arrow at to top of 
the screen to send the email to your 

PC at home or mobile phone 

Back to Index Page 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.blerg&hl=en_GB
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.blerg&hl=en_GB
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Finds Recording Sheets 

Back to Index Page 
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About us 
 

UK DETECTOR NET was created on September 28th 2002 to bring together           

responsible metal detectorists everywhere to discuss the hobby, their finds,           
the machines they use and a million and one other detecting related subjects. 

 
Visit the forum 

 

Click here to visit forum 

 

Contact UKDN 

 

enquiry@ukdetectornet.co.uk 

 

UKDN magazines to download 

 

Download magazines here 

 

View online 

 

View our Magazines online here 

 

If you would like to contribute to the newsletter please contact either UKDN as above 

or PhilD via PM,. 

 
UKDN aims 
 

UKDN is a forum for people who are interested in the hobby of metal detecting. 
UKDN is an online community where members can exchange and share knowledge, 

their views, discuss the hobby, their finds, the machines they use and a million and 
one other detecting related subjects. UKDN actively works towards the following 

aims: 
 

1. Develop a greater understanding of the hobby and some of the wider issues 
through healthy pro-active debate within the forum and through the monthly     

magazine, which is distributed to, and read by, our membership and beyond.        
The magazine includes UKDN based news and articles, as well as wider news, de-
bate, and issues of heritage interest. 
 

2. Provide a platform to inform beginners in the hobby of the basic principles in the 
use of a metal detector, gaining permission, site research, basic heritage law,     
farming scheme rules and in the ‘best practice’ for conservation, recording and       

co-operation. 
 

3. Actively promotes the ‘Code of Practice for Responsible Metal Detecting’ to all 
members of the UKDN online forum and beyond. 
 

4. Encourage all UKDN detectorists to record their finds with the appropriate bodies 
(depending where they detect); In England and Wales, this is with the Portable     
Antiquities Scheme, in Scotland this is the Treasure Trove Unit. 
 

5. UKDN will actively work towards ensuring the future security of the hobby. We will 
liaise and co-operate with heritage professionals in a way which is mutually beneficial 
to all parties whilst maintaining our independence, and we encourage their active 

participation, either in the UKDN online community or through our on-line magazine. 

Back to Index Page 
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